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Māpua and Districts Community Association meeting update – August 2026

1. Bird flu and backyard birds
2. New quick poll on bottle stores near schools
3. Help protect waterways when washing vehicles 
4. A little planning can save a lot of trouble 
5. From batteries to birdlife 
6. Best practice for outdoor burning 
7. Recycle like a boss, don’t squash 
8. Can I get a rates rebate? 

Bird flu and backyard birds 
Bird flu is a highly contagious disease that affects wild and domestic birds. It can make birds, especially chickens, very sick and often causes death. 
Backyard poultry owners can reduce the risk by getting ready now using strong biosecurity and hygiene practices. 
The MPI guidance says the biggest protection is preventing contact between your birds and wild birds, contaminated water, feed, equipment, or clothing.
Practical steps you can take include making sure enclosures are bird-proof, protect feed and water from wild birds, and quarantining new birds for 14 days, and keeping housing, bedding, and feed areas clean. 
Early warning signs can include sudden deaths, loss of energy, droopy heads, fewer eggs, coughing, swelling, diarrhoea, or unusual weakness in birds, so any concerns should be checked promptly with a veterinarian before handling sick or dead birds. 
Check out the practical steps video to protect your birds at www.mpi.govt.nz and 
search “bird flu and backyard birds”.
Don’t let Bird Flu take flight
Keep your distance - Stay away from sick or dead wildlife. Keep pets away too.
Keep clean - Wash your hands and clean your gear after being outdoors.
Know when to report - If you see 3 or more sick or dead wildlife, report them to the exotic pest and disease hotline on 0800 809 966 or online at report.mpi.govt.nz 
New quick poll on bottle stores near schools 
We are extending consultation on our proposed Local Alcohol Policy and are inviting the community to take part in a follow-up quick poll. The new name of the bridge, Te Rourou, means food basket, and references how this area has been important for food sources. 
Thanks to the hard work of everyone involved, the project has been completed three months ahead of the original schedule and within budget. What are these community outcomes you speak of? We have begun to prepare our 10-Year Plan. Spanning 2027–2037, the plan will dictate how and what we deliver to meet the needs and aspirations of residents. 
The Policy helps guide decisions about alcohol licensing across the District and can influence issues such as trading hours and the location of licensed premises. While feedback received so far has covered a range of topics, one issue has attracted particular interest: whether the Policy should include restrictions on how close new bottle stores can be located to schools.
 The current consultation asked whether a distance restriction should be included and proposed a starting point of 100 metres for discussion. We are aware of strong community interest in the location of bottle stores near schools and have received feedback that a wider range of distance options should be considered.
 To help ensure the Hearings Panel has the widest possible range of community views available, we are now running a quick poll asking people to consider several different options. The poll will also include an opportunity to indicate support for not having any requirements for bottle stores to be particular distances from schools. 
Underpinning the plan are the Community Outcomes. The Outcomes describe the kind of district we are working towards over the next 10 years. Through discussions with Elected Members and community reps, we have formulated a draft list to support this discussion which we want your feedback on.
 This additional engagement is not about promoting a particular outcome. Rather, it is intended to help the Hearings Panel understand the community’s views on the range of options available. If this is an issue that matters to you, we encourage you to take part in the quick poll and/or make a submission at shape.tasman.govt.nz/LAP-quick-poll before 16 August.

Help protect waterways when washing vehicles 
A simple change to where you wash your car can make a big difference for our local waterways. 
When vehicles and equipment are washed, the runoff can contain detergents, dirt, oil, fuel residue, concrete, metals, paint, and other pollutants. If this wash water flows into a roadside drain, it goes straight into our rivers, streams and estuaries without being treated. 
That’s because stormwater drains are designed for rainwater only. They are separate from the wastewater system, so anything that enters them is carried directly into the natural environment. 
These pollutants can be harmful to fish and other aquatic life, damage stream ecosystems, and even build up in the food chain over time. 
The good news is that preventing pollution is easy. Washing your vehicle on grass or gravel allows the water to soak naturally into the ground, where the soil helps filter out contaminants before they can reach our waterways. 
You can also use towels or cloths to soak up excess wash water or direct it onto lawns and garden areas instead of letting it run into the gutter. 
By making a few small changes to how and where we wash our vehicles, we can all help keep Tasman’s rivers, streams and coastal waters cleaner and healthier for everyone. 
A little planning can save a lot of trouble 
You’ve probably heard the saying, “Look before you leap”. Here at Tasman District Council, we like to put our own spin on it: Check before you dig. 
We recently had a situation where a contractor broke through one of our main sewerage pipes near Motueka, which created quite a mess and needed emergency repairs. 
So, a timely reminder is if you’re planning a project like building a new fence, laying a driveway or path, or putting in a retaining wall, it’s worth taking a few minutes to check what’s below the surface before you get started. 
Underground services such as electricity cables, water pipes and sewer lines can be hidden from view, and accidentally striking one can be dangerous, disruptive, and expensive to repair. 
The good news is that we’re here to help. Before you begin your project, get in touch to check what’s on or near the property you’re going to be working on. 
We provide ‘Service Locates’ free of charge for private requests and can also help with infrastructure maps, survey plans, easement information on property titles, identifying on-site manholes or markers, or arranging a Project Information Memorandum (PIM). 
If you don’t want to end up in the sewage, a quick check now could save you time, money and headaches later. Give our team a call on 03 543 8400 and we’ll help you get your project off to the best possible start. 
From batteries to birdlife 
Three community battery collection sites are getting a new lease of life, helping support local conservation while continuing to keep valuable materials out of landfill. 
Free battery recycling is still available at all Tasman District Council Resource Recovery Centres, but due to changes in collection safety requirements, we no longer accept batteries at our Service Centres. The battery collection boxes in Tapawera, Brightwater and Wakefield have now also been retired. 
Rather than removing these sites altogether, with the support of MenzShed, the collection boxes will have a fresh purpose by supporting Natureland’s small metals recycling fundraising programme. 
The scheme collects clean aluminium trays and foil, aluminium and metal jar and bottle lids, tear-off tops, clean aluminium coffee pods, cat food pottles and small tins such as mustard tins.  
These items are sorted and sold for recycling, with every dollar raised helping Natureland’s conservation work. 
Funds raised support Natureland’s breed-for-release initiatives for the South Island kākā and the yellow-crowned kākāriki, giving these treasured native birds a helping hand. 
The programme has already diverted more than three tonnes of metal from landfill and is well on the way to reaching its next milestone of four tonnes. 
If you have household batteries to recycle, you can still drop them off for free at any of our Resource Recovery Centres. Visit tasman.govt.nz/more-recycling-resources to find your nearest drop-off point and see which batteries are accepted. 
Best practice for outdoor burning 
Now that the weather’s colder, we’re seeing more outdoor burning around the District. If you’re planning to light a fire, it’s important to know the rules first. Smoke from outdoor fires can affect the air we all breathe and can quickly become a nuisance for neighbours. 
Before you burn, check whether outdoor burning is allowed on your property. It’s prohibited year-round in Richmond and Motueka, and during winter it’s also not permitted on the outskirts of these towns and in our other local centres. If you’re unsure, check our website: tasman.govt.nz/outdoor-burning. 
Only burn well-seasoned, dry vegetation, or untreated wood that can’t be composted, recycled or used as firewood. It’s important for vegetation to be dry so it burns vigorously with minimal smoke. 
Burning treated timber, rubbish or plastics is never allowed (either indoors or outdoors). These materials release harmful toxins into the air and leave behind contaminated ash that can pose serious health risks. Landowners who burn prohibited materials can face significant clean-up costs, sometimes running into tens of thousands of dollars. 
Where burning is permitted, choose a day with light to moderate winds (10–25 km/h), keep an eye on changing weather conditions, stack material loosely to help it burn cleanly, and never leave a fire to smoulder overnight. During winter, only burn between 10.00 am and 3.00 pm. 
If you notice a smoky outdoor fire that concerns you, please note the location and contact us straight away on 03 543 8400 so our Environmental Compliance team can investigate. 
Recycle like a boss, don’t squash 
Don’t squash bottles or cans – no matter how tempting it is. When these items are crushed, the automated machinery can mistake squashed bottles and cans for flat cardboard/paper and sort them incorrectly. 
Can I get a rates rebate? 
We offer this service in conjunction with the Department of Internal Affairs. 
Rates rebate applications can be accepted from 27 July 2026, once the first rates instalment is issued, and up to 30 June 2027. No applications for prior years can be accepted. 
Rates remain payable regardless of the status of the rates rebate application. 
To be eligible for a rates rebate: 
· You must be shown as the legal ratepayer for the property that was your home on 1 July, although there are some exceptions if you live in a retirement village or company share apartment. 
· You must pay the rates for the home in which you live. 
· It must not be principally used for commercial, industrial, business or farming purposes. 
The amount of any rates rebate is based on three factors: 
· The amount of your annual rates. 
· The total income received by you and your partner. 
· The number of dependents residing on the property. 
The maximum rebate for the 2026/2027 year is $830. 
Visit tasman.govt.nz/rates-rebates to find out more, including if you’re eligible, calculate your entitlement, and apply for a rates rebate. 
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