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Māpua and Districts Community Association meeting update – May 2026
1. New way for Community Grants – now open
2. Emergency recovery period extended further 
3. Arts funding available  
4. New online groundwater tool available
New way for Community Grants – now open 
Applications open this week for our Community Grants, and we have an exciting new, simplified online application system called Smarty Grants. 
There are so many positive things happening across Tasman District, and we are proud to support the people and projects behind the work. 
These grants help local organisations deliver projects that bring people together, support wellbeing, and make our communities even stronger. 
Now with Smarty Grants, it’s more straightforward to apply. All applicants need to do is create a profile and fill out the application form. It’s then permanently held online, making it much easier for groups going forward. 
So, if your group has an idea that could benefit your local community, a Community Grant could help turn it into reality. Funding supports a wide variety of projects – from community services and festivals to sports clubs, environmental initiatives, youth services, arts, culture, and heritage activities. 
To be considered, projects should meet a genuine community need, have strong local backing, and align with our shared community outcomes. Projects with additional sources of funding will be particularly encouraged. 
Applications open 1 May and close at the end of July. To find out more or apply, visit tasman.govt.nz/community-grants. If you have any questions, email our Community Partnerships Coordinator on yulia.panfylova@tasman.govt.nz. 

Emergency recovery period extended further 
Tasman Mayor Tim King has extended the official emergency recovery period for Tasman District by another 28 days, continuing until Thursday 21 May 2026. This decision has been made in accordance with the powers provided under the Civil Defence and Emergency Management Act to ensure the continued safety and recovery of our communities. 
Arts funding available 
Our Creative Communities Scheme has funding available to help groups and individuals with arts projects in Tasman – anything from music, theatre, festivals, mural painting, outdoor sculptures, art in public spaces, kapa haka, singing, art workshops and more. Funded by Creative New Zealand, the Creative Communities Scheme is designed to support opportunities for communities to participate in the arts. To find out more and apply by Friday 10 July, visit tasman.govt.nz/creative-communities

New online groundwater tool available
We have a new groundwater monitoring tool on our website.
We regularly collect water samples from bores and wells across the District for a range of monitoring purposes.
Sampling is carried out under several programmes specific to our needs, but we also work with other national agencies like the National Pesticide Survey and the National Groundwater Monitoring Programme.
Once a water sample is collected from a bore or well, it’s sent to an accredited laboratory for analysis. Results are typically returned within 10 days and are electronically transferred to us, where they are automatically uploaded into our environmental database. Results from programmes with external agencies are published once final reports are received.
You can now access all groundwater testing results we hold through our website. Our online tool allows users to search for water quality results for any bore or well in Tasman and view the associated data. Users also have the option to download the information by requesting the data be emailed to them in CSV format.
More than 1,000 bores and wells currently have water quality results available. Some bores have only been sampled once, while others are monitored regularly.
Visit tasman.govt.nz/bores-water-quality-results.
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