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Māpua and Districts Community Association meeting update – December 2025

1. Holiday hours and services 2025/26
2. Annual Report 2024/2025 approved  
3. Meetings – live and direct
4. Check with us before you build
5. Stirring up a Hornets nest
6. Knotweed not wanted in Tasman 
7. Money for innovative event waste management  
8. Share your recent flood stories 
9. Sensible summer water use suggestions 
10. Mooring licence implementation moves into phase three  
11. Fence first, fun follows 

Holiday hours and services 2025/2026
We’re on call these holidays. For urgent or emergency issues, you can contact us 24 hours a day on 03 543 8400.
Service centres
All service centres – Richmond, Motueka, Tākaka and Murchison – will close at 4.00 pm on Friday 19 December and reopen with normal hours on Monday 5 January (Tuesday 6 January for Murchison).
This shutdown period also applies to all AA and NZTA services available at our service centres, and these services will not be available during this time.
Libraries
Richmond, Motueka and Tākaka libraries will close at 5.00 pm on Tuesday 23 December and will reopen again with normal hours on Monday 5 January.
Murchison Library will be closed during the same time/dates as the Murchison Service Centre.
Due dates for library items will be extended, so items will not be due back during the shutdown period. After hours returns chutes at Richmond, Motueka and Tākaka libraries will remain open. Our public Wi-Fi will still be accessible from outside library buildings.
eBuses
There is no eBus service on Christmas Day. On every other public holiday, the eBuses on Routes 1, 2, 3 and 4 will be running on a reduced timetable, and Routes 5 and 6 will not be running. Check the timetables at ebus.nz and select the holidays tab to see the schedules.
Rubbish and recycling
Rubbish and recycling collections scheduled for Christmas Day and New Year’s Day will move from Thursday to Friday. Regular Friday collections in these two weeks will also be one day later.
If you leave the area before collection day or have extra, you can drop your recycling and Council rubbish bags at any resource recovery centre free of charge.
Our resource recovery centres will be closed on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day, but otherwise open as normal. Opening hours vary for each centre, and you can find details on our website.
Building team hours
Our offices close at 4.00 pm on Friday 19 December and reopen at 8.00 am on Monday 5 January. This means the last day for building inspections is Thursday 18 December with the first day of inspections starting again on Monday 5 January. The statutory clock stops on Saturday 20 December and restarts on Saturday 10 January.

Annual Report 2024/2025 approved  
Our Annual Report for 2024/2025 was adopted at the 30 October council meeting, outlining our overall performance and position for the year ending 30 June 2025. 
The Annual Report is an important tool for us to show how we performed over the past year, reporting on our financial position and how well we met agreed service levels and budgets. 
Audit New Zealand issued a clean opinion on our financial statements, except for a qualification due to challenges in assessing damage from the June–July 2025 severe weather events. This was due to the difficulty in separating and quantifying the impacts before and after 30 June. 
We prepare our financial statements after 30 June; this is followed by a rigorous external audit. Under the Local Government Act, audited statements must be adopted by 31 October, often by newly elected members due to the timing of local elections. 
We measure our performance in delivering services to our community using targets set in Tasman’s 10-Year Plan 2024-2034. 
Of the 94 targets we report on in 2024/2025, we fully achieved 64 (or 68%) of our targets, and a further six were within 5% of the target. 
Our net external debt at 30 June 2025 was $271.3 million. This is below the planned forecast of $280.0 million. 
The 2024/2025 accounting surplus was $2.8 million, which is $29.9 million lower than the budgeted surplus of $32.7 million. 
The Annual Report will be available on our website at in the coming days and at libraries and service centres within the next month. Visit tasman.govt.nz/annual-reports. 

Meetings – live and direct 
We’re changing the way our Council and committee meetings are accessible online. 
Until now, those wanting to observe or take part in meetings have had to log in using the Zoom streaming service. If people wanted to see a recording of the meeting, they would need to view it on YouTube. 
In the past, the process of uploading recordings to YouTube could take more than 24 hours following the meeting. 
To make the process of viewing our meetings more user-friendly and efficient, we have decided to live-stream meetings on our YouTube meetings channel, which means they’ll automatically be uploaded once they’re completed. 
Those people needing to appear in the meeting will still connect using the links sent to them before the meeting date. 
Due to technology, Community Board meetings will continue to be on Zoom. 
To view a live or recorded meeting, visit youtube.com/@tasmandistrictcouncilmeetings. 
The schedule of meetings is available at tasman.govt.nz/meetings-calendar. 
Check with us before you build 
There has been much anticipation and excitement around the upcoming exemption for minor residential units up to 70m². 
The latest news is that while the changes have been announced, the new rules won’t be law until early next year. This means that any building works done to establish a “granny flat” before this are not considered to be exempt and will still require a building consent. 
However, before you start planning your project to construct a new mancave, shed or garage, you’ll need to check whether you’re building over any underground services. 
The same goes for throwing up a new fence, putting down a driveway or path, or doing a bit of retaining work – it may sound like a straightforward DIY job over a few weekends, but there can be serious implications. 
Throughout Tasman District, there are things called council easements, but other utility providers like power and telecommunications companies may also hold them. An easement is a legal right of way or similar right over another owner’s ground or property. 
They provide the right for us to have services such as water mains, sewers, manholes, pumping mains, pumping stations, stormwater pipes, and their associated equipment, on privately owned property. The area covered by an easement can’t be built on or obstructed. 
The best thing to do before you launch any home improvement project is to check with us about your site, including the location of any buried services. Call on 03 543 8400 to talk to our team. 
Stirring up a hornet’s nest 
Several nests of the Asian yellow-legged hornet (Vespa velutina), also known as the Asian predatory wasp, have recently been discovered in Auckland. 
This is an alarming find, as these large hornets prey on honeybees that are essential for pollinating crops and honey production. Needless to say, we’re keen for these stingers to stay clear of our patch. 
In Tasman, we have four accidentally introduced social wasp species that are commonly seen, particularly through spring and autumn. Two of these are similar looking – the common and German wasps (both being Vespula wasp species), while the European and Asian paper wasps (both Polistes species) are also almost identical. 
All of these wasps have yellow legs, so they could potentially be mistaken for yellow-legged hornets. The key difference is the size – yellow-legged hornet queens are around 3cm long and the worker hornets measure in at around 2cm. 
Yellow-legged hornet nests are different to paper wasp nests in shape and structure. They are round with an entrance hole at the bottom and are roughly the shape of a huge egg which can measure 80cm across. 
Two nests are produced each year; the first one is smaller, about the size of a tennis ball, and often built on a shrubby plant. The second one is larger and built on a higher tree. 
These hornets are variable in colour, but generally have a brown or black thorax. The abdomen is brown with yellow margins on the segments, except the fourth segment, which is orange. The head is black, and the face and legs are yellow. 
If you suspect you have seen a hornet or its nest, please take a photo from a safe distance and contact our Biosecurity team on 03 543 8400 or biosecurity@tasman.govt.nz. 

Knotweed not wanted in Tasman 
Asiatic knotweed (Fallopia japonica) is an invasive pest plant found growing throughout the Motueka Valley, with smaller infestations also present in the Riwaka and Wai-iti catchments. 
Listed by the World Conservation Union as one of the world’s worst invasive species, our Biosecurity team has been running an eradication programme to control its spread. 
Our efforts to date have focused on containing knotweed’s presence within the Motueka Valley, and we advise residents not to move soil and silt outside this area. 
The recent flood events posed significant risks of spreading Asiatic knotweed. Floodwaters moving through infested areas can break off rhizome fragments, which can be carried away in debris and deposited in silt. This kind of spread – while unintentional – threatens control efforts and may lead to further infestations. 
Asiatic knotweed poses a significant threat to both natural ecosystems and infrastructure. It forms dense, long-lived thickets that smother native vegetation and prevent the establishment of other plant species. 
It can also impact crops and impede water flow when growing along waterways. In urban areas, it has the ability to damage building foundations, force its way through cavities in walls, and damage drains and sewers. 
One of its most concerning aspects is how easily it spreads. Even a very small fragment of rhizome can regenerate into a new plant, making it highly challenging to control. 
If you do need to remove or relocate soil or flood debris from your property, or have done so already, please let us know. We also ask that you inspect and clean machinery, equipment and vehicles as much as possible. 
For more information or to report a sighting, contact our Biosecurity team on biosecurity@tasman.govt.nz or 03 543 8460. 
Money for innovative event waste management  
Are you looking for a way to make your event more sustainable?  
Our Waste Minimisation Grants are here to help! These grants support event organisers in reducing waste, while also encouraging attendees to think about recycling, composting, and recovery. 
Grants of up to $750 are available, and applications are open all year round. 
Once approved, funding must be used within six months, so you can start planning your waste-smart initiatives right away. 
To be eligible, your event or project should take place in Tasman or provide a clear benefit to Tasman residents. Funding is available for not-for-profit groups, schools, charitable organisations, and community groups – but not individuals. 
Your project should align with the Nelson Tasman Waste Management and Minimisation Plan and clearly show how the grant will benefit the community. 
The grants can cover a variety of costs, including one-off projects or events, service delivery, materials or equipment hire, and monitoring or evaluation. However, they can’t be used for general rubbish collection or initiatives that send waste to landfill. 
If your application is successful, you’ll be asked to complete a simple form to show how the grant was used, helping us see the positive impact your project has had. 
If you’re unsure about ways to minimise waste at your event, we can help – email us at events@tasman.govt.nz. 
Share your recent flood stories 
It’s nearly six months since the massive winter weather events hit our District, and for some it’s becoming a fading memory, while others are still dealing with the consequences daily. 
Recovery from the storms is continuing in some areas and will do so for months to come. 
But before the thoughts, feelings and memories of those tumultuous days, weeks and months fade into the mists of time, we want to create a permanent record from the accounts of the people involved. 
We’ve put together a short questionnaire with seven sections to help capture feelings and even emotions as we work to create that written record. 
We are keen to hear things like, during the floods, and in the days that followed, what did you find helpful? What are you thankful for? 
Other sections ask for advice you can offer to other areas of Aotearoa New Zealand that are badly affected by natural disasters. What messages of encouragement might you have for them? 
You can fill out the form online at tasman.govt.nz/share-your-storm-stories or pick up a printed copy from our service centres and libraries. Be as brief or as detailed as you wish. 
Your stories will eventually be available in a book. 
Sensible summer water use suggestions 
It seems like we are still getting plenty of rain, but with summer knocking on the door, it is time to think about wise water use. 
At this stage, a La Niña weather pattern is predicted for New Zealand; for us,  
this has the potential to be average rainfall with a risk of drier conditions in the east of Tasman. With such a wet winter, it is pleasing to see that most (but not all) of our aquifers are full as we head into summer. 
We’re lucky to have the Waimea Community Dam at capacity and in full operation, which will benefit affiliated water users in the Waimea Plains, and importantly, our urban Council water supplies. The Wai-iti Dam is also full and operational for the coming summer. 
In the weeks ahead, Tasman’s Dry Weather Taskforce will convene if needed to update how other water supplies in the District are faring. 
At this early stage of the season, it’s a good time to remind everyone how they can make their water go further. Whatever we can do now to save water will make a difference, should things heat up through the season. 
There are lots of things you can do at home to reduce your water use. Our general advice is: 
· Never put water down the drain when there may be another use for it, such as watering plants or cleaning. 
· Use soak or drip hoses – they’re more efficient than sprinklers. 
· Choose drought-tolerant trees and plants for your garden. 
· Collect rainwater to use on your garden. 
Check out all our tips at tasman.govt.nz/water-saving-tips. 
Mooring licence implementation moves into phase three  
As part of our Navigation Safety Bylaw 2024, our Harbourmaster team is well underway with implementing the mooring licencing system across Tasman. 
Since May, we’ve been rolling out a new system that streamlines the management of moorings within designated mooring areas, removing the need for Coastal Permits in those locations. 
We are now in the third phase of accepting applications for mooring areas in Kaiteriteri 1, Motueka 2 (Trewavas Street) and Tapu Bay. Phase 4 will begin in February, covering Torrent Bay, Milnthorpe, and Otuwhero. 
We ask those with moorings to check their Coastal Permits (resource consents) to ensure they are up to date, valid and fit for purpose. Our Habourmaster team can help with any queries. 
For moorings outside designated mooring areas, existing rules remain in effect, and a Coastal Permit is still required. Coastal Permits issued under the Resource Management Act 1991 may remain in place until their expiry date. 
When a Coastal Permit expires, mooring owners must apply for either a new Mooring Licence (if within a mooring area) or for a renewal Coastal Permit to continue using their mooring. 
Owners of unpermitted moorings must apply for either a Mooring Licence or a Coastal Permit. Applications will be assessed alongside other applicants using our priority criteria. Enforcement action may be taken if people do not apply. 
Mooring Licences and Coastal Permits play an essential role in helping us manage coastal responsibilities, increase navigation safety, and support the protection of our marine environment. 
For more information, visit tasman.govt.nz/moorings. 
Fence first, fun follows 
As summer approaches, it’s time to think about pool safety. Whether you own a permanent, temporary, portable pool or spa pool, the message is clear: Fence first, fun follows. 
Residential pools can be a serious hazard for young children. That’s why the Building Act 2004 requires all pools capable of holding 40cm or more of water to have a physical barrier that restricts access by unsupervised children under 5 years of age. This includes portable and temporary pools, even if they’re only partially filled. 
Building consent is required for installing a pool fence – even if you build it yourself. These barriers must be inspected every three years by your local council. 
Spa pools under 5m² may use an approved safety cover instead of a fence, but it must meet strict criteria. 
Above-ground pools are exempt from a barrier if the outside face of the pool wall is at least 1.2m high and free from any features that could assist a child climbing in. Ladders, pumps or steps giving pool access will need a barrier or gate, which requires building consent. Please visit rebrand.ly/bau4p32 for more information. 
You should always empty paddling pools when not in use, including overnight. 
Even with compliant barriers, active adult supervision is essential. Always keep children within arm’s reach around water and avoid distractions. 
For general information on all kinds of water safety, including for pools, rivers and beaches, please visit the Water Safety New Zealand website, watersafetynz.org. 
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