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Māpua and Districts Community Association meeting update – October 2025

1. Final Mayoral Relief Fund and primary sector recovery payments distributed
2. Right trees, right place, right time!
3. The big clean-up continues
4. We welcome storm waste funding 
5. Solar systems to boost resilience at Tasman community facilities
6. Firewood for Fifeshire Foundation

Final Mayoral Relief Fund and primary sector recovery payments distributed
The Nelson Tasman Mayoral Relief Fund, established through Government support and donations, has made its final recommendations for grants to residents and primary sector businesses affected by severe weather events in mid-2025.

The fund was established in late June and was extended following a subsequent weather event on 11 July.

“While not intended as compensation, it’s hoped these grants will go some way towards helping to alleviate the emotional and financial stress experienced by individuals, families, and businesses,” Mayoral Relief Fund manager Jim Frater says.

The Fund had $482,297.32 to distribute. It received 264 applications by the 5 September deadline.

To date, the Mayoral Relief Fund panel has approved payments of $477,465.  Seven meetings were held between 30 July and 24 September 2025 to make recommendations on funding requests.

Applicants sought a total of $3.6 million.

“A number of applications were unable to be processed due to applicants providing insufficient information or documentation. There are currently no outstanding applications,” Frater says.

“In weighing up the expectation of donations being distributed as soon as possible against holding some funds in reserve, an upcoming debrief will discuss the possibility of retaining a pool of funds for any future need identified.”

A separate panel has also considered applications for the $340,000 Primary Producers Recovery Fund.

The fund was established to support the recovery of farmers, growers, foresters, and fishers affected by severe weather in mid-2025.

The funding was provided by the Government. This fund was administered by the Tasman District Council in conjunction with the Mayoral Relief Fund.

The fund received 91 applications by the 5 September deadline. Applicants requested $4,212,017.

“A three-member panel reviewed the applications to ensure they met the fund criteria. Additional information was sought where necessary to enable a thorough assessment of each application,”  Frater says.

“The recovery fund was set up to help cover costs including cleaning up silt and debris on production land and around aquaculture farms, clearing key tracks, and removing fallen trees.”

The panel was made up of Tasman deputy mayor Stuart Bryant, Federated Farmers chairperson Wayne Langford, and MPI’s On Farm Support recovery manager Tim Stevenson.

Right trees, right place, right time! 
Future proofing the Tasman District to cope with nature’s fury in the years to come means our flood recovery efforts require more than just repairs to damaged areas and infrastructure. 
In recent weeks, our Rivers and Catchment teams have been busy helping our rural communities to replant and make their hillsides and riverbanks more resilient. 
More than 2,700 poplar and willow poles were distributed to more than 120 people in flood-affected areas. A further 2,500 native trees were also distributed with the poles, or to sites where natives were deemed more suitable. 
To support recipients, two webinars were held, offering guidance on where and how to plant the poles and providing an opportunity for participants to ask questions specific to their situations. Recordings of these webinars have been shared with all recipients and are also available on our YouTube channel at youtube.com/@TasmanDistrictCouncil. 
Where larger volumes of natives have been distributed to a single property, Tasman Bay Guardians has been linked in to help organise and facilitate volunteers to get them planted and take the pressure off people already overwhelmed with flood recovery. 
This initiative is part of a longer-term programme to enhance biodiversity and support long-term ecological health, and we anticipate ongoing opportunities being made possible in years to come. 
We want to say a big thank you to all the groups and organisations that have been working to help restore flood-affected sites. With your efforts, these restored areas now stand as a testament to what’s possible when community and nature work hand in hand.

The big clean-up continues
The clean-up following winter’s two big storms continues, with one area of focus being the badly hit Motueka River.
Tonnes of debris were washed off the land and dumped on the river’s banks by raging flood waters.
Over the past couple of weeks, crews from Nelmac Kūmānu have been working on both sides of the river, starting from Alxander Bluff Bridge, cleaning up rubbish by hand and with machinery.
An experienced kayaker was also used to safely retrieve waste material that couldn’t be reached from the riverbanks.
The collected waste comprised a broad range of materials, including plastics, timber, horticultural netting, pallets, tyres, as well as general household and agricultural items.
Meanwhile, the announcement of an extension of the Enhanced Taskforce Green programme has been welcomed by our Recovery team.
The Government is providing an additional funding boost of $300,000 to support the ongoing clean-up work in Tasman District and extend the programme until December.
This is on top of the original $500,000 and will enable local job seekers to continue the clean-up and return to those properties that need more support.
It will support these job seekers with the cost of living and give them work experience and the opportunity to transition to seasonal horticulture work without returning to the benefit.
Since the start of the programme, around 60 properties have registered as requiring support due to major property damage. Enhanced Taskforce Green provides support of up to three days for each property.

We welcome storm waste funding 
A government announcement of up to $2 million to further support Tasman flood recovery efforts is welcomed, as the clean-up from back-to-back storms in June and July continues. 
Environment Minister Penny Simmonds says the grant has been drawn from the recently established emergency waste funding. 
Tasman District Council Recovery Manager Richard Kirby says the total bill for all damage and the subsequent clean-up stretches into the many millions, so this additional money for waste disposal is very helpful. 
“I’m grateful that the Ministry for the Environment has supported us in providing solutions to the disposal of waste, silt and gravels arising from the flooding.” 
Richard says the money will cover around 75 percent of the cost of this aspect of the storm clean-up process. 
The Emergency Waste Fund money will help to cover some Tasman District Council costs in a variety of areas, including: 
· The initial and ongoing clean-up of debris on the coastline and along our river corridors. 
· Removal of silt and debris around critical infrastructure. 
· Disposal of flood-damaged household goods. 
· Receiving and managing silt from around homes. 
· Assisting with silt management from horticultural properties where necessary. 
· Receiving and processing fence posts – we’ve already processed and donated 8,000 re-processed vineyard posts for farm fencing. 
· Management of rural plastics, debris and hazardous wastes. 
· Helping with the management of woody debris on public land and private property. 
Richard is also welcoming assistance from the Ministry for the Environment to apply for a waiver of the waste disposal levy to further reduce the financial burden of disposing of silt and other flood-related waste. 

Solar systems to boost resilience at Tasman community facilities
Ten community facilities across the Tasman District will soon be equipped with solar panels and battery storage, following confirmation of co-funding from the Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA).
The $825,000 initiative will enhance the ability of these facilities to provide essential services during emergencies when the electricity grid may be compromised.
EECA is contributing up to $660,000 of the funding, with Tasman District Council and partners providing at least $165,000.
The systems will provide backup power during emergencies and enhance the resilience of these sites, many of which are designated Civil Defence Centres.
We partnered with both marae in the funding application, recognising their importance as cultural and community hubs.
“These solar and battery systems are a practical investment in resilience,” says Reserves and Facilities Manager Grant Reburn.
“They will help ensure our community hubs can continue operating during storms, floods, or other emergencies, while also reducing operating costs and emissions in day-to-day use.”
The project is part of a nationwide programme administered by EECA under the Community Renewable Energy Fund, which supports renewable energy systems to strengthen community resilience.
This investment also aligns with our Climate Action Plan by reducing emissions and lowering electricity costs at community facilities, while ensuring they can continue to serve residents during severe weather events or extended power outages.
Grant says the project reflects lessons gleaned from recent weather events – including those in June and July 2025.
“Extended power cuts place real pressure on community facilities. With solar and battery backup, these hubs will be better prepared to provide shelter, coordination, and support when our residents need it most.”

Firewood for Fifeshire Foundation
We’re bringing back one of our popular Moturoa/Rabbit Island ‘Firewood Saturday’ events.
A similar event earlier this year raised $10,000 each for Nelson Tasman Hospice and Nelson Women’s Refuge, and this time it’s the Fifeshire Foundation’s turn to reap the rewards.
Fifeshire Foundation is a Charitable Trust that assists local people in hardship and domestic crisis.
Firewood Saturday will be on 18 October, and the wood will be $100 a trailer load (up to 2 cubic metres) with tickets on sale at Richmond and Motueka Libraries.
The firewood is unsplit but has been cut into rings, mostly pine, and needs to be dried over summer before it can be burned.
Thanks to the generous support of PF Olsen, Steve Thompson Ltd, and Downer, we’re offering 200 trailer loads.
When you buy a ticket, you’ll be given a time slot between 8.00 am and 4.00 pm on Saturday 18 October, and to avoid long traffic queues, trailers will be mechanically loaded by our team.
Please note, ticket numbers are limited, and there’s no entry without a ticket.
This is the perfect opportunity to warm up next winter and support a worthy local organisation that helps others – grab your ticket and get your time slot at either the Richmond or Motueka Library.
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