
Māpua and Districts Community Association 
14th November, 2022 

 

Manager of the Regulatory Unit  

Resources and Consents  

Tasman District Council 
 

RE: Raw Wastewater Discharge into Waimea Inlet 

 

We are deeply concerned about the Tasman District Council discharge of raw wastewater into the 

Waimea Inlet during the August storm this year (as shown in Appendices One and Two). This is a matter 

with serious environmental, cultural and possibly legal consequences.   

We understand that this discharge was a wet weather overflow from the wastewater network during 

and following the storm. We have also observed that these wet weather overflows may not be an 

uncommon feature across the region.  

In this letter we seek to establish the regulatory facts related to wet weather overflows with the 

intended outcome that these are properly regulated. 

RMA and other legal provisions 

1. Section 15 (1) of the RMA provides that ‘no person may discharge any— 

(a) contaminant or water into water; or 

(b) contaminant onto or into land in circumstances which may result in that contaminant (or any 

other contaminant emanating as a result of natural processes from that contaminant) entering 

water …’ 

unless the discharge is expressly allowed by a national environmental standard or other regulations, 

a rule in a regional plan as well as a rule in a proposed regional plan for the same region (if there is 

one), or a resource consent. 

2. Section 33.0 in your TRMP acknowledges “all discharges of water or contaminants to water, or 

to land where contaminants from the discharge may ultimately enter water, be authorised 

either by resource consent or a rule in a plan.”   We note that there are no specific references, 

objectives or rules in the TRMP related to wet weather overflows from the wastewater network 

in the plan.  We also note that a discharge consent for the urban stormwater networks was 

granted last year which also required a monitoring plan.  We would expect that a similar consent 

would be in place for discharges from the wastewater network as is commonly the case 

elsewhere in Aotearoa New Zealand.  

3. Section 35.1.3.8 of the TRMP “To avoid the discharge of untreated wastewater to the coastal 

marine area unless it better meets the purpose of the Act than disposal to land and there has 

been consultation with the tangata whenua and with the community generally.” 

 

4. Section 35.1.3.14 To avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects of contaminants arising from 

land-based activities on the coastal marine area, particularly those discharged via urban and 

rural run-off/stormwater. 

 



5. We understand TDC has acknowledged that there is no resource consent for this discharge 

(https://www.facebook.com/MapuaActionGroup/posts/pfbid02fB4XoafGQYerhXh93pXz4bgLuU

wtqUieAzXVLY7sqBGVqc2Apo8P8xyZCXso89zgl)). 

6. Can you confirm whether a resource consent is in place for discharges from the wastewater 

network (dry and wet weather overflows) 

a. If there is a consent – can you provide a copy of this and any monitoring / performance 

reports that demonstrate compliance with the consent. 

b. If there is no consent, can you explain why this is not required? 

 

7. From other communication with TDC, we understand that a report is provided to regulatory 

every time an overflow occurs. Can we have an overview of all wet weather overflows in the 

region over the last 5 years and the related reports provided to regulatory? 

Discharge details, decision-making and governance 

8. Please send a copy of the report to the Council Compliance Team that ‘details the impact, what 

actions were undertaken at the time and what will be done to reduce the risk of overflows in the 

future, within reason’.   

9. We’d like to know the quantities discharged, the timing (including in relation to the tide), and 

any environmental monitoring. Evidence of public warning signs on-site advising of the Rahui 

(restriction) are requested, given that none were observed by the local community. 

10. The TDC reply on the Māpua Action Group Facebook page notes the August rain event 

exceeded the system design in three pump station catchments. Which were the other two and 

what design standards are used?  

11. Please advise the Council Compliance Team’s operating guidelines to respond in situations like 

these. What options do the Team consider? Do these include prosecution?   

12. Please advise the actions that the Compliance Team has undertaken over this matter, or may be 

considering, to help ensure such a discharge does not recur.   

 
Future steps will be decided by the community once we have had an opportunity to consider the 

information we are requesting. We believe iwi participation in this matter is essential.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

Paul McIntosh 

Chair 

On behalf of 
Māpua & Districts Community Association 

Māpua Hall 

72 Aranui Road, Māpua 7005 

info@ourmapua.org 

www.ourmapua.org 

  



APPENDIX ONE 

Photos of Raw Sewage being pumped into Waimea Estuary by Tasman District Council on August 20, 

2022 

 

    

 

 

APPENDIX TWO 

Personal accounts of seeing raw sewage being pumped into Waimea Estuary: 

“These photos were taken on August 20th, the morning after the heaviest rain. We had gone for a walk 

along Seaton Valley Stream to see how high the stream was and if the new plantings were submerged or 

not. Afterwards we went to the wharf for a coffee and saw the sewage tank open and liquid from the 

sewage tank being pumped in to the estuary.  We were told this was being done to avoid the sewage 

tank overflowing into the wharf precinct area.” 


