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Re: Wetland vs Development in Mapua 
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Paul McIntosh <pmcintosh64@yahoo.com> Mon, Jul 11, 2022 at 2:48 PM
To: Isla Hill <islahill123@gmail.com>
Cc: OurMapua Email <info@ourmapua.org>

Isla,

OK - I can provide a few notes for you.

Firstly, I wanted to make clear that MDCA does not hold a particular position on the development vs wetlands issue.  Our role is to raise public
awareness, seek clarification when required and make submissions seeking justification and/or the basis for key proposals/decisions. We
support good urban planning, accountable government, and decision-making supported by genuine community engagement taking into
account our feedback.

Regarding the proposed development of 49 Stafford Drive property, I have attached a few key documents:

The Developers Concept
MDCA's submission on the Mapua Growth Plan
Article in The Guardian by TDC on the Mapua Growth Plan

When you have reviewed these, you will better understand the many inter-related issues concerning the development of the 49 Stafford Drive
flats and why some in our community would prefer to see this area restored to Wetlands after 100+ years of farming these lands.

Some key issues you should be considering when considering the practicality and doability of wetland restoration are:

Path to Public Ownership (current 49 Stafford Drive is owned by a Developer and it would be very expensive i.e. $10million+ for a
community group and/or TDC to re-purchase this land)
Zoning - the flats land is currently zoned Rural 1 and required a Plan Change to allow residential development
Neighbor's Perspectives - these vary, some for/some against wetland and/or housing
The proposed Development Concept - this is very preliminary and may well evolve over time, and there are differing community
viewpoints on the key aspects of whether homes should be placed on the flats, and if so what number / type etc 
This flats area is within the coastal inundation zone and as it currently stands much is very close to mean sea level and flood prone. 
Development of this area will also risk increased ongoing subsidence (currently estimated at 2-3mm/year)

https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/projects/coastal-management-responding-to-climate-change/coastal-hazards-project/ 

https://searise.takiwa.co/map/6233f47872b8190018373db9/embed 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/49+Stafford+Drive?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/projects/coastal-management-responding-to-climate-change/coastal-hazards-project/
https://searise.takiwa.co/map/6233f47872b8190018373db9/embed


The flats comprise an area of ~30 hectares but serve as flood detention for the entire ~450 hectare greater Seaton Valley catchment
area.  Developing this area where required a comprehensive plan to mitigate this drainage issue
As sealevel rise / subsidence progress over the coming years, coastal retreat will ensue and flora/fauna will need new inland habitats to
re-establish themselves - the Seaton Flats are a potential retreat to maintain and protect our biodiversity
Careful consideration of Natural vs Engineered water drainage / detention / treatment / release into sea is important - the future may
require us to work with nature vs fit against it

I hope this a good starting point for you and all the best with your project.

Best regards,
Paul McIntosh

MDCA Chair

Māpua & Districts Community Association 
Māpua Hall 
72 Aranui Road, Māpua 7005 
info@ourmapua.org 
www.ourmapua.org

On Monday, 11 July 2022, 12:06:14 pm NZST, Isla Hill <islahill123@gmail.com> wrote:

I would prefer just emailing so then I have a hard copy to come back to and it is already online. I am quite busy, but if talking is better for you
then I am sure I could meet you sometime this week.

On Mon, 11 Jul 2022 at 9:41 AM, Paul McIntosh <pmcintosh64@yahoo.com> wrote: 
Isla,
 
I am happy to meet and chat.
 
Are you free for coffee in the village - Java Hut or the Bakery?
 
If this doesn't work, then happy for you to call.
 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/72+Aranui+Road,+M%C4%81pua?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@ourmapua.org
http://www.ourmapua.org/
mailto:islahill123@gmail.com
mailto:pmcintosh64@yahoo.com


021 288 8338
 
Best regards,
Paul
MDCA Chair
 
Māpua & Districts Community Association
Māpua Hall
72 Aranui Road, Māpua 7005
info@ourmapua.org
www.ourmapua.org
 
Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android
 
On Mon, Jul 11, 2022 at 6:35 AM, Isla Hill
<islahill123@gmail.com> wrote:

Kia Ora Paul,
My name is Isla Hill and I am 14years old. I have lived in Mapua my whole life. I am
currently doing a project for this competition called Samsung Solve For Tomorrow. Where you choose a current issue in your local
community and create a solution using STEAM (science, technology, egineering and maths) skills.  I have decided to undertake and get
involved with the wetlands verses development debarkle. I am not sure if Lou has mentioned me, but she gave me a few contacts. From
what she told me I understand you are the right person to talk to about the council side of things?
I would really appreciate it if you could give me some inside into whats happening with this peoject within the council and what the
community thinks? Also anymore information you can give about anything from plans, enviroment or political side of things - I would
really love. I am just trying to grasp a better understanding of the whole thing and what processes are involved. Becuase I need some
suggestions to a solution for it, ultimately I want it restored but how do I make a project out of it, or should we make a beautiful public
park. 
 
Thanks Isla 
 
P.s I am a member of the Waimea Youth Council so I have a connection to TDC. I am also very interested in sensing a survey out to
youth in Mapua  about what they think.

2 attachments

MDCA FDS-Growth Plan Submission 13Apr22 (Final).pdf 
1332K

49 Stafford Dr Devel Concept_Revised 10May22.pdf 
8614K

Paul McIntosh <pmcintosh64@yahoo.com> Mon, Jul 11, 2022 at 4:18 PM
To: Isla Hill <islahill123@gmail.com>
Cc: OurMapua Email <info@ourmapua.org>

Isla,

Here are the articles by Barry Johnson (TDC) concerning the Mapua Growth Plan and intention to update the 2010 Mapua Structural Plan prior
to any decisions on re-zoning of more land (including the Seaton Valley Flats) for housing developments.

Best regards,
Paul.

https://issuu.com/guardian-motueka/docs/6_july_2022 

https://www.google.com/maps/search/72+Aranui+Road,+M%C4%81pua?entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:info@ourmapua.org
http://www.ourmapua.org/
https://go.onelink.me/107872968?pid=InProduct&c=Global_Internal_YGrowth_AndroidEmailSig__AndroidUsers&af_wl=ym&af_sub1=Internal&af_sub2=Global_YGrowth&af_sub3=EmailSignature
mailto:islahill123@gmail.com
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=c2efe5a6be&view=att&th=181eb2a847f91205&attid=0.3&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?ui=2&ik=c2efe5a6be&view=att&th=181eb2a847f91205&attid=0.4&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://issuu.com/guardian-motueka/docs/6_july_2022


https://www.tasman.govt.nz/assets/Temporary-Documents/Newsline-Issue-525-8-July-2022-Web-2.0.pdf 

[Quoted text hidden]

https://www.tasman.govt.nz/assets/Temporary-Documents/Newsline-Issue-525-8-July-2022-Web-2.0.pdf

