
Māpua Pathway Programme

We have successfully contributed to the completion of a number of pathways around Māpua and the
time has come to develop a programme of future work to discuss with the TDC.

The Government has signalled a need to embrace Active Transport in Regional Environmental and 
Development plans and the TDC has accepted that this needs to be incorporated into their planning. 
The TDC has actively sought community input to their Long Term and Environmental planning 
processes and the need for pathways within new subdivisions has been strongly advocated.

There is concern that current subdivision developers are not being directed to include pathways or 
connectivity to existing pathways in their Resource Consent applications. This includes converting 
indicative roads, created 30 years ago, into pathways that provide for connected active transport 
across the region. There is a debate to be had about how consideration of Resource Consents need 
to be bound to the prevailing RMA when the pending Environmental Act will require much greater 
focus on providing for active transport. Put simply, is it time for council to “walk their talk”.

The Māpua Livability Group has a strong focus on pathways and is working with council 
constructively to achieve a connected network as part of their Resource Consent assessments.

New subdivisions aside, there are a number of potential pathways on council land that need to be 
developed. A programme of work could include:

1. Old Mill Pathway to Māpua Inlets Pathway along the Seaton Valley Stream. The land along 
the stream is council land but the pathway will need to cross two private driveways, 
probably incorporating kissing gates. This pathway will then connect with the Moreland 
Reserve.

2. To complete the pathway loop to the wharf the Moreland Reserve pathway needs to be 
linked across the inlet edge to the Leisure Park causeway. This is across council land but 
will need a boardwalk for safe passage.

3. Council negotiating with land owners along the coastal margin between the Leisure Park 
and Ruby Bay to enable the existing high water pathway to be upgraded.

4. Council negotiating with the Māpua Heights developer to extend the Catherine Reserve 
down to Seaton Valley Road to include the storm water lake and a pathway to Seaton Valley 
Road. Potential pathways within that subdivision need revisiting too.

5. Indicative roads within the 166 Māpua Drive (Mt Hope) subdivision and beyond need to be 
revisited with some being converted to pathways to provide for active transport. Perhaps the 
most important example is the indicative road that exits onto Aranui Drive opposite the Java 
Hut. Another roadway exiting onto an already jammed up Aranui Road at that point would 
be a disaster.

The community is invited to comment on this proposed programme and to suggest further pathways
that might be added to the programme.
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