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The past year has been very busy and eventful with some significant achievements and good progress made across 
a number of important community priorities.  These could not have been achieved without the hard work of our 
members and support of the community as a whole.  These achievements are all the more notable given COVID 
and the many challenges posed for our wellbeing and daily routines.  So a collective thank you to all the Executive 
and Working Group / Committee members for all their hard work and resilience. 
 
A number of Executive Members have chosen to step down during 2021/22 meaning that there will be a several 
vacancies on the MDCA Executive Committee.  However, before we welcome in the new, I would like to formally 
recognise the contributions of our departing Executive Members: 
 

• Elena Meredith stepped down at  the end of 2021 and will be spending more time supporting the Māpua 
Community Hub and the Nelson Tasman Community Transport Trust – which incorporates the Māpua 
Willing Wheels Transport Service and the newly launched Motueka Coastal Bus Service . Elena is a former 
MDCA Chair and has been a passionate and proactive contributor to many community causes in over a 
decade of volunteer service. Elena remains an active MDCA member and continues to coordinate both 
the Māpua Community Wellbeing and Willing Wheels activities. Thanks for your many years of community 
service! 

• Wayne Chisnall (Vice Chair) has long been a calm and insightful voice on the Exec. Ensuring good roads 
and footpaths in our community are maintained is not glamorous work - but it is one that Wayne as Roads 
and Pathways lead has very capably undertaken for several years.  Wayne has a strong and respected 
relationship with the TDC and has achieved many good outcomes based on his polite but persistent 
approach to resolving issues.  Well done Wayne and we will all miss your wisdom on the Exec. 

• Esme Palliser and Rob Wilson are also not standing for re-election to the MDCA Exec. Both have provided 
much needed experience and community connections and contributed to multiple initiatives during their 
time as Exec Members.  Esme will continue to be an active and valued MDCA member and while Rob’s 
teaching career is drawing him back to Auckland he will always be welcome back at MDCA whenever he’s 
in town. 

 
I would like to thank our membership which has grown significantly over the past year.  This has been part of a 
trend of growing community involvement in the key challenges facing our community and is very 
encouraging.  The MDCA has an important role in raising awareness in, and summarizing the potential impacts of 
these issues, and regularly makes submissions challenging key assumptions and seeking clarification on proposed 
actions / outcomes. However MDCA does not and cannot speak for the community as a whole, and together with 
our councillors strongly encourages residents to have their say - by speaking up, making submissions and attending 
hearings and providing your personal perspectives on key issues. 
 
2021/22 Highlights: 

• Continued success of NTCTT-led Willing Wheels and addition of Public Transport options 

• Ongoing engagement on establishment on Māpua Community Hub 

• Progress being made on Mapua Memories project 

• Extensive Community Survey conducted 

• Feedback on Reserves Management Plan adopted 

• Feedback on Walking and Cycling Strategy well-received and reflected in final draft 

• Extensive Feedback on Future Development Strategy (but had limited impact on final draft) 



• Feedback on Māpua Growth Plan Change (GPC) resulted in decision to pause and undertake Updated 
Structure Plan 

• Promoted and facilitated a very well-attended Community Meeting on proposed 49 Stafford Drive 
development 

• Successfully lobbied for roading and footpath maintenance and improvement works 

• Continued Dominion Flats planting efforts 

• Inducted a new MDCA Life Member - David Mitchell - congratulations! 

These could not have been achieved without the time and effort of many people.  In addition to my general big 
thank you to all the Exec above,  but I wanted to give special recognition to significant achievements and 
milestones. 

• Planning and conducting a Community Survey was a major undertaking and was led by Lou 
Gallagher.  The data compiled from the survey has been shared with members and councillors, and the 
feedback provided will help set MDCA's priorities for the coming years.  Many thanks to Lou for all the 
time spent compiling, analyzing and presenting the survey results. 

• Having our meetings run smoothly is so important, especially when people are taking time out of their 
evenings to support the MDCA.  Over the past year due to COVID, conducting meeting became much 
more complicated and technologically-challenging.  Zoom meetings now the norm and ensuring the 
required audio-visual equipment is all working properly and in multiple rooms at the Māpua Hall has 
taken considerable effort.  This would not have been possible without the time and effort put in by Bruno 
Lemke - so many thanks! 

• The Māpua Memories initiative has also been severely impacted by COVID, but Marion Satherley and 
Mike Kininmonth have worked hard to keep it moving forward.  I for one am really looking forward to 
listening to the stories and reflections of some of our long-time community residents. 

• Finally, with so much going on in our community residents have been either attending our meeting via 
Zoom or in-person, or checking our website / facebook page / Coastal News for updates, in high 
numbers.  The MDCA secretary has the role of compiling all the various reports, preparing the agenda and 
ensuring accurate meeting minutes are taken and posted online, and preparing monthly summaries for 
the the Coastal News.  Many thanks to Marion Satherley for taking on this critical role. 

Finally, a brief comment on the Māpua Livability Working Group (MLWG) which I have been leading over the past 2 
years.  This group was created to provide a focal point on key livability issues and deliver clear and consistent 
messaging to both our Councillors and the TDC in general on what MDCA considered to be the key challenges 
facing and priorities of our growing community.  The MLWG has prepared multiple submissions on many of the 
topic listed above, attended and spoken at hearings and engaged with both councillors and key TDC staff to clarify 
and reinforce MDCAs position on many important issues.  As a result of these efforts, MDCA continues to be 
recognised as both proactive and pragmatic, not just identifying problems but also being willing to propose 
solutions and work with Council to implement them.  Going forward I hope that MLWG will continue to provide 
oversight of the many community initiatives ongoing, and ensure that priority in given to projects that make our 
special community a great place for current and future residents. 
 
 
Best regards, 
Paul McIntosh 
Chair 
Māpua & Districts Community Association 

 


