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Government mandates Three Waters Reform  
Following the Government’s announcement to mandate 3 Waters reform the Mayor released the 
statement below:  
Local Government Minister Nanaia Mahuta announced on Wednesday that central government 
would be mandating the Three Waters reform proposal to amalgamate 67 local councils for water 
services into four national entities, without an option to opt-out.  

Tasman Mayor Tim King said that the decision to not provide more time to work through the issues 
and options and to mandate the reforms through legislation was disappointing, given the feedback 
provided by councils across New Zealand.  

 “It was perhaps inevitable given the Government’s case is built around all New Zealand’s three 
waters assets being included,” King said.  

King said the only certainties that were known at this stage were the removal of the opt-out 
opportunity and that the reforms would come into effect in 2024.   

All the other details that relate to Tasman District Council’s submission and many others around 
ownership, governance and local influence over future decision making, remain unclear at this point.   

The Council does understand that the Murchison area would be serviced as part Entity C along with 
the rest of the Tasman area.   

King said the Council had put a lot of time and effort into examining the implications of the 
proposals for the district, in conjunction with our neighbouring top of the south councils and the 
wider local government sector.  

He also acknowledged that the high level of correspondence and concerns received from residents 
and ratepayers reflected the scale and importance of the issue and that these concerns are unlikely 
to be resolved by today’s decision.  

Feedback provided by Tasman and other councils around the country in recent weeks had 
highlighted these issues and concerns.   
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Informed by the overall feedback, the Government will establish a working group, which will include 
expertise from across local government, water industry experts and iwi, to partner to refine 
outstanding elements of the reforms.  

Work will continue on governance and representation, the interface with the Resource Management 
Act, and transition for rural water supplies. Legislation is expected before Christmas.  

Matters relating to pricing and the transition pathway to economic regulation will be explored over 
the next few months – including a consultation document.  

The Government has also scheduled ongoing communications and engagement, including public 
submissions and hearings, as part of the legislative process. Tasman District Council will be 
requesting that those opportunities to submit and be heard are provided to residents and ratepayers 
in our region.   

King said with no opt-out available, it was important that Tasman’s needs were reflected in all 
discussions leading up to the implementation of the Three Waters reform and we will continue to 
engage in those processes wherever possible.  

“Given the Government’s decision to mandate the reforms, what is important for us right now is to 
get the best outcome for our residents and ratepayers under the new structure and to continue 
managing and maintaining our current three waters assets during the period of transition”.    

Have your say on the future of Moutere-Waimea parks and reserves 
Healthy nature is central to human health, wellbeing and the economy. Our new draft Moutere-
Waimea Ward Reserve Management Plan sets the framework for managing that healthy 
environment. 

We administer 156 parks and reserves in the Ward, ranging from small neighbourhood parks 
through to sportsgrounds and large, multi-use spaces for playing, picnicking, camping and other 
leisure activities. 

We’ve worked together with Te Tau Ihu iwi to create this plan, along with input from the community 
over the past couple of years. Now we need your feedback on this final draft. 

Natural environments and the plants and wildlife they support are part of our identity. Nature 
provides us with green spaces and recreation for wellbeing, supports primary and tourism industries, 
and allows us to gather kai. When nature is thriving, people are thriving. 

An example included in the plan is a section on Wakefield Recreation Reserve. We recently 
purchased 7.5ha of land to almost double the size of this reserve and there is an updated concept 
plan included that shows our intended management of the overall reserve. 

The draft Reserve Management Plan sets out the vision, objectives, policies, implementation and 
priorities for parks and reserves located within the Moutere-Waimea Ward for the next ten years. 

It also asks questions about various aspects of our parks and reserves that you can help answer. 
View the draft plan online at tasman.govt.nz/feedback. 

The two-month submission period runs until Friday 17 December. Hearings and deliberations will 
be held next February with the final document expected to be presented to the Council for adoption 
in April. 



Get smart at Moturoa / Rabbit Island 
 As part of our efforts to improve facilities and connectivity within the community, we have installed 
a smart bench at Moturoa / Rabbit Island. This is one of only a few such benches in New Zealand. 
 It uses green technology to provide both free wifi data access and free charging facilities (both 
wireless and cabled) for everyone to use in a somewhat remote location (where the cycle trail meets 
the Māpua Ferry).  
The smart bench can also integrate environmental monitoring systems, keeping track of air and 
noise pollution levels. With this technology, there is also plenty of scope for future improvements.  
The smart bench is produced by a Croatian company called Steora. This technology is in use in 
around 56 markets and is estimated to be used by over two million people worldwide. Steora aims 
to provide smart benches for the price of an ordinary bench.  
Coastal Erosion structure consultation begins 
A draft policy on Coastal Erosion Protection Structures on Council Reserve Land is seeking to clarify 
the landowner approval process and considerations involved when private landowners want to build 
a coastal protection structure on Council Reserve. 

This policy differs from the Coastal Management Project undertaken by our Environmental Policy 
team – see following article below -which has a broader application and looks at the options for 
responding to climate change in comparison to this Coastal Erosion policy which has a specific focus 
on structures on Council Reserve land.  

The purpose of the policy is to try and provide greater clarity to applicants, such as Pakawau and 
Awaroa residents, on how to apply for such a structure to be built but also to provide guidance 
to Council on whether to grant approval.  

We’d like to have your input so the process provides clear guidance to applicants and identifies any 
factors we might have missed. 

The public consultation and submission period will take place between Monday 1 November and 
Friday 26 November 2021. 

We welcome submissions from any interested person or organisation on any aspect of the proposed 
policy. 

You can read the draft policy on Tasman District Council’s website, or get a copy from any of our 
service centres and libraries.  

You can submit feedback online at tasman.govt.nz/feedback, in writing or by filling out the form and 
sending it to info@tasman.govt.nz, dropping it in to one of our service centres or libraries, or by 
posting it to:  

Coastal Erosion Protection Structures  

Tasman District Council  

Private Bag 4  

Richmond 7050  

A hearing and decision-making process will take place in December with the aim of making a final 
decision regarding adoption of the policy in February 2022. 



Community feedback a helpful guide for coastal management 
planning 
 Our Coastal Management Project team have been processing feedback received through recent 
engagement on the four broad options for responding to sea level rise and coastal hazards.  

The team received 71 in-depth feedback responses, snap feedback from another 15 people, and 
around 160 participants tuned in to one of our three webinars.  

Many respondents highlighted the force of nature, having witnessed coastal hazards first-hand, and 
they stressed the importance of work to prepare for future events and rising seas.  

Comments were received on the costs, effectiveness, and impacts of the protection options, 
reflecting the complexity of how we can look after existing development where possible. 

 “There’s support for temporary accommodate options such as raising floor levels or relocatable 
dwellings where appropriate and the option to not allow new development on low-lying coastal 
areas is widely supported.  

There are mixed views on retreat options. Some people suggested we must start planning now for 
retreat, while others were of the view that it should be a ‘last resort’ option. 

There was a strong theme around considering the effects of climate change on coastal species and 
ecosystems.  

This feedback will be summarised and published on our website in the coming months. Our Coastal 
Management Project will take several years to complete, and the community conversation will be 
ongoing 

 

Progress flows on for stimulus projects 
Central government’s Stimulus Funding Programme has provided funding to local authorities for 
investment in drinking water, wastewater, and stormwater networks.  

Six projects received funding within the Tasman District and are administered through our 
Programme Management Office. These projects make up around $9.78 million of the total $37 
million worth of government stimulus funding in response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

Of those projects of relevance to Māpua district: 

 • The installation of emergency storage tanks at wastewater pump stations throughout the District 
has been completed. This project is currently going through the formal closing process.  

• Construction of the replacement Pomona Road reservoir near Māpua is expected to be completed 
by the end of the year, with some final civil works required in early 2022.  

 Due to the impact of Covid-19 restrictions, the national deadline for completion of these projects 
has been extended until the end of June 2022. We estimate that all of our CIP projects will meet this 
extended deadline. 



Arts funding closing soon  
Our Creative Communities Scheme has funding available to help groups and individuals running arts 
projects in Tasman, but applications close Wednesday 10 November.  

Creative Communities provides funding to support community involvement in the arts – music, 
theatre, festivals, mural painting, outdoor sculptures, art in public spaces, kapa haka, singing, art 
workshops and more.  

Funded by Creative New Zealand, the Creative Communities Scheme is designed to support 
opportunities for communities to participate in the arts.  

There is a focus on art projects that have a broad community involvement, involve young people or 
support the diverse arts and cultural traditions of local communities.  

For more information visit tasman.govt.nz/creative-communities 


