
 

16th October 2021 

 

Grant Haywood 
Fire and Emergency 
Nelson 
   
 
Dear Grant, 
 
Firstly, we the MDCA would like to personally thank both Darren and Michelle for making the time to attend Mapua 
& Districts Community Association’s (MDCA) public meeting on the evening of Monday the 11th October.  Their 
presence and support of both Aaron and Bill from the Mapua Volunteer Fire Brigade, who gave a very informative 
presentation, was much appreciated. 
 
Aaron and Bill spoke very well  about the history of the Mapua Brigade, the three ‘R’s’, membership opportunities, 
the main causes of why homes burn, property access, evacuation, what communities can do to help themselves,  
community resilience, and the challenges the Mapua Brigade face. 
 
Mapua is in a huge growth phase and it is not about to slow down anytime soon, which has and will continue to 
place pressures on many residents and especially on public services like the Mapua Volunteer Fire Brigade. 
 
 In 1972, when the Mapua Fire Brigade was established, the population of Mapua Village was a fraction of what it is 
today. For many years MDCA and members of the Mapua Community have been discussing the increasing 
congestion around the Mapua Wharf precinct as year on year it continues to grow and the visitor numbers increase 
exponentially.  As this occurs, residents have been becoming increasingly aware and concerned about the pressure 
this growth is placing on the Mapua Fire Brigades ability to come and go from its station house in times of an 
emergency. 
 
The community has for several years been lobbying to have no parking lines installed along the western side of the 
southern end of Iwa Street, and as a result of this discussion at Monday night’s meeting the lobbying has stepped up 
a notch with Councillor Anne Turley taking it upon herself to follow this up with the TDC transport dept. 
 



Even though being able to achieve the installation of no parking lines along one side of Iwa Street is a great start to 
ensure the fire appliances are able to at least have clear (even though still narrow) access out of the Mapua Village 
during an emergence, it is still, by no means ideal, and is still only considered an interim measure.  
Remembering all traffic in and around the southern end of the Mapua shopping area which includes many 
residential properties, as well as all traffic to and from Grossi Point and Mapua Wharf must all transit through one 
very busy cross intersection located at the junction of Aranui Rd, Higgs Rd and Toru St. 
 
MDCA feel the time is NOW for the Fire Service to be seriously considering looking into an alternative location for 
the Mapua Volunteer Fire Brigade and to relocate it before the availability of future sites becomes more and more 
restricted as residential developments that are being planned take off. 
 
MDCA believe, failure to plan ahead now to provide for an alternative location could make it difficult and possibly, 
almost impossible for the Mapua Volunteer Fire Brigade to function promptly, effectively, and respond to an 
emergency as required moving into the future.  
Non action could cost people the loss of property and even worse their lives. 
 
Therefore, MDCA which to appeal to you to seriously consider this request to support our local fire brigade and 
enable them to function at their optimum now and moving into the future. 
 
We would appreciate you informing us of your plans to resolve this dilemma our community is now faced with. 
  
 
With Kind Regards 
 
 
 
Marion Satherley 
MDCA Secretary 
 


