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Reserve management plan opens for submissions  
Healthy nature is central to human health, wellbeing and the economy. Our new draft Moutere-

Waimea Ward Reserve Management Plan sets the framework for managing that healthy 

environment.  

We administer 156 parks and reserves in the Ward, ranging from small neighbourhood parks 

through to sportsgrounds and large, multi-use spaces for playing, picnicking, camping and other 

leisure activities.  

We’ve worked together with Te Tau Ihu iwi to create this plan, along with input from the community 

over the past couple of years, and now we need feedback on this final draft.  

Natural environments, and the plants and wildlife they support, are part of our identity. Nature 

provides us with green spaces and recreation for wellbeing, supports primary and tourism industries, 

and allows us to gather kai. When nature is thriving, people are thriving.  

An example included in the plan is a section on Wakefield Recreation Reserve. We recently 

purchased 7.5ha of land to almost double the size of this reserve and there is an updated concept 

plan included that shows our intended management of the overall reserve.  

The draft Reserve Management Plan sets out the vision, objectives, policies, implementation and 

priorities for parks and reserves located within Moutere-Waimea Ward for the next ten years.  

It also asks questions about various aspects of our parks and reserves that you can help answer. 

View the draft plan online at tasman.govt.nz/feedback.  

The two-month submission period opens later this week and runs until December 17. Hearings and 

deliberations will be held next February with the final document expected to be presented to the 

Council for adoption in April. 

Waimea Dam Investigation update 
 An independent review - ‘Waimea Community Dam Inquiry Report’ - will be completed and 

reported to the Audit and Risk Committee on 19 November 2021. This is looking at the quality of 

advice and background information provided to the council leading up to the Council decision to 

proceed with the Waimea Community Dam.  



The inquiry is being conducted by Philip Jones, trading as PJ & Associates, with oversight of the 

investigation provided by the council's audit and risk committee. 

Following the review of technical and other information provided pertaining to the decision-making 

process up to November 30, 2018, the next steps in the timeline for the dam investigation will 

involve interviews of current and former council staff, as well as Waimea Water representatives and 

consultants.  

Council provides feedback on Three Waters Reform   

Tasman District Council has provided the Government with feedback on the proposed Three Waters 

Reform as well as seeking a timeline extension around the proposal to gain further clarity. 

A report presented to a Full Council meeting on 29 September by Group Manager – Community 

Infrastructure, Richard Kirby outlined the analysis of the three waters information provided to the 

Council, noting the impacts and the service delivery options available at this time. 

After almost four hours’ discussion, elected members passed a 17-point resolution which 

summarised the Council's position and formed the basis for feedback given to central government 

by 30 September. 

Elected members agreed that as currently proposed, the Three Waters Reform did not respond to 

the concerns widely expressed by this and other councils. 

If those concerns are not addressed, the Council would likely not support the reform programme at 

this stage. 

Analysis indicated that while there may be a financial case for change for the Tasman District, the 

other non-financial factors relating to governance, ongoing Council influence on the Water Service 

Entity and the impacts, benefits, issues and risks of reform would significantly influence the Council’s 

final decision. 

The inclusion of stormwater in the Three Waters Reforms was seen as problematic and a full 

examination of the impacts, options and costs including on the Council’s roading, regulatory and 

parks and reserves functions was required. 

The Council did not confirm a preference for any specific Water Service entity (WSE), however it did 

confirm that its territorial boundary must remain intact to include Murchison. 

Mayor Tim King was authorised to write to Local Government Minister Nanaia Mahuta requesting an 

extension to the reform timeline. 

This would allow the Government to undertake a comprehensive information campaign on the 

reform. 

For the Council, an extension would enable greater clarity to be achieved regarding water entity 

governance and overall financial transition arrangements, and better understanding of the effects of 

the Water Services Bill on the Council’s responsibilities. 

It would also enable a better understanding of the Government’s position on transferring the 

Council’s interests and debt in the Waimea Community Dam, greater certainty of the three waters 

reform in the context of the future of local government review and “consideration of alternatives.” 



Once feedback has been received from councils around the country, the Government will decide 

what the next phase of the reforms will be. 

Council staff will report back with advice once further information and guidance has been received 

from the Government and Local Government New Zealand on these next steps. 

The purpose of the meeting was not to decide about proceeding or opting out of the Three Waters 

Reforms. It did however, provide an opportunity to refine the Council’s stance and knowledge of the 

reforms. 

It was vital to gain an understanding of the community’s views once the Council has further 

information from the Government on the next steps in the reform process. 

However, the Council agreed that the Government had to own and front the need for change with 

communities and iwi partners, including coordination of any consultation process. 

As well as presentation of the report, an online seminar was attended by more than 60 people 

providing an opportunity to hear more about what the proposed reforms may mean for the region 

and for their questions to be answered. 

More information on the reforms, including the webinar recording, can be found on the Council’s 

website under Three Waters Reform Proposal. 

 

Future Development Strategy’s public engagement begins  
The first round of community engagement for the Nelson Tasman 2021 – 2051 Future Development 

Strategy (FDS) will start on 4 October and run until 26 October.   

This round will be held remotely with information available online and via several Zoom information 

sessions.   

Community engagement webinars have been scheduled for October 2021. The next is: 

Wednesday 13 October – 3.30pm to 5.00pm  

More information, including how to join the webinars, can be found at www.tdc.govt.nz/fds.  

Staff will provide an overview of the project and seek feedback on some key questions.  

 This will also provide an opportunity for anyone to suggest sites for future housing and business 

development.   

These suggestions will be considered in the preparation of the FDS, a joint project between Nelson 

City Council and Tasman District Council.   

The FDS sets out where and how residential and business growth within Nelson and Tasman regions 

will occur over the next 30 years. It will replace the adopted FDS of July 2019.   

The project is currently underway and will be completed in July 2022.   

If you want to register for the final Zoom engagement session, visit our website tasman.govt.nz, and 

search ‘Future Development Strategy.’   

If you have any further queries, please email futuredevelopmentstrategy@tasman.govt.nz  

https://apc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tdc.govt.nz%2Ffds&data=04%7C01%7Cmegan%40hothouse.co.nz%7C5d4b465e4eed4c4e944c08d97bc509b3%7C94a0f8d7648b424c86147b6a1ada8848%7C1%7C0%7C637676908491634837%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=7F79g01Yv2eld3jFAumrGKfM57M0ogEZchmf0MK%2Bh44%3D&reserved=0
mailto:email futuredevelopmentstrategy@tasman.govt.nz 


 
Tell us your amazing art idea  
Our Creative Communities Scheme has funding available to help groups and individuals running arts 

projects in Tasman.   

Creative Communities provides funding to support community involvement in the arts – whether it’s 

music, theatre, festivals, mural painting, outdoor sculptures, art in public spaces, kapa haka, singing, 

art workshops or something else.  

 Funded by Creative New Zealand, the Creative Communities Scheme is designed to support 

opportunities for communities to participate in the arts.  

 There is a focus on art projects that have a broad community involvement, involve young people, or 

support the diverse arts and cultural traditions of local communities.   

Applications are open until Wednesday 10 November. For more information and to complete an 

application form, visit tasman.govt.nz/creative-communities  

 
Apply for rural sports funding now   
Applications are now invited for the Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund. The Sport NZ Rural Travel Fund 

offers help with travel costs for rural sports clubs and rural school teams. The fund is to help young 

people aged 5 – 19 participate in local sports competitions. Sport NZ fully funds the Rural Travel 

Fund, which we administer locally on their behalf.  

The next funding round closes on Sunday 31 October. Head to tasman.govt.nz/grants to check out 

the funding guidelines and complete an application form.  

 

What is your vision for the natural world  
A draft Tasman BioStrategy - Te Mana o te Taiao ki te Tai o Aorere has been released by a Working 

Group appointed by the Tasman District Council and iwi representatives. The Working Group is now 

seeking feedback on the draft built through public discussion and submissions last year.  

The BioStrategy sets regional goals and a pathway for restoration of air, land, freshwater, and sea. It 

follows Te Mana o te Taiao: Aotearoa New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy in setting targets for 

protecting and restoring te Taiao (the natural world) up to 2050.  

While the Council is central to implementation, it can never achieve the aspirations on its own; 

resources from all sectors of the community will be required. A future governance model is set out 

in the draft.  

The draft BioStrategy presents a grim picture of the current state of native biodiversity and says that 

although the region has large integrated management programmes for pests, and major investment 

by national and local government and by citizens, further loss and extinction is inevitable without 

transformational change.  

The vision for the future if action is taken is contrastingly upbeat. It envisages a natural world that is 

flourishing.  



Feedback is open until 7 November 2021. Please email all feedback to 

peter@phoenixfacilitation.co.nz.  

The draft does not represent the views of any organisation, iwi, or the Council. It is the basis for 

discussion and input from the community. 

 


