
From: Penny Griffith
To: sonia@allaccounts.co.nz; darrylthomas@xtra.co.nz; sailormanbrian@hotmail.com; Tim Leyland; Brent Higgins;

Simon Blakemore; info@mva.org.nz; secretary@mhra.org.nz; marahau.sandybay@gmail.com;
info@ourmapua.org; Sue Rewcastle; secretary.bgwca@gmail.com

Cc: Liz Thomas--Gmail
Subject: Important Message (22 March) -- Voting system Petition (Tasman District) -- update/request for help
Date: Thursday, March 22, 2018 9:07:53 AM
Attachments: Petition to TDC--Voting System poll--FORM only-no date.pdf

Voting System info--4 pages.pdf

Hello again Community Associations

The excellent news is that we now have two-thirds (1500) of the
signatures needed -- we need just 700 more signatures !

We know that most of these will need to come from wards other than
Golden Bay (which has been very responsive) -- and hope you can help
with one last push. Our goal is to get those final 700 by the end of April,
because it becomes risky when petitions are around too long. 

Current situation: The petition is now at Mapua Library -- but we will
need to remove petitions from the TDC libraries by Easter. Can you
suggest any other locations in your patch, please?  (Copy of the petition
form and background info are attached)

Local Fairs:  My previous message referred to taking the petitions to local
fairs and events and hoping your members might be able to help us in
this. Ongoing Takaka Hill travel restrictions has made this a real challenge
for the last month, but Motueka Kai Fest (Sunday 8 April) and Wakefield
Apple Fair (Sunday 15 April) are in our sights. 

Please get back to me if you can help with gathering signatures at either of
these events--and/or let me know of other regular events that it would be
worthwhile offering the petition. (We have found a table outside
FreshChoice in Takaka has worked well in Golden Bay -- is there somewhere in your
area that is the go-to place for raffles, etc?)

Please email or phone me to discuss any ideas you may have... we're sure it should be
possible to get this petition over the line, but it will need help from other wards to do that,
and we're very grateful for responses so far.

Thanks very much--and in the interests of a fairer voting system!

Penny Griffith
(on behalf of Petition Initiator Liz Thomas)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Penny Griffith >>> griffith.penny@gmail.com  
postal:  PO Box 54, Collingwood 7054, New Zealand / street:  53 Gibbs Road, Collingwood
7073
landline: +64--03-524-8112; mobile: +64--021-02333-770
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WE, THE UNDERSIGNED ELECTORS IN THE TASMAN DISTRICT, REQUEST A POLL  
to determine whether Single Transferable Vote (STV) should replace First Past the Post (FPP) 
as the voting system in the 2019 and 2022 local body elections for the TDC. 
 


 The Tasman District Council has recently voted to retain the First Past the Post (FPP) system for voting in the 2019 
and 2022 local body elections. 


 STV is a proportional representation system of voting  which is fairer and reduces “wasted” votes 


 At the last local body election there were 2 voting systems on the same ballot paper – FPP for the Council election, 
and STV for the DHB election. This caused confusion and resulted in nearly 1500 informal/invalid votes  


 
PLEASE WRITE LEGIBLY   


Full name Residential address in Tasman District Signature 
   


   


   


   


   


   


   


   


   


   


 
Send signed forms to Liz Thomas, 63 Washbourn Rd, Takaka RD2 or scan and send to lizthomaspost@gmail.com   


  Phone 021 106 4201 for more info or petition forms.    
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Petition on the Voting System ("Have YOUR Say"): Explanation 


 


Why is this petition happening? 


 It's part of a formal process described in the Local Electoral Act 2001. 


 Every 3 years each council has to reconsider the voting system used in its 


elections for Mayor, Councillors and Community Boards. The two choices are:  


>  First Past the Post (FPP--used by Tasman District Council (TDC) and many 


other councils) or 


>  Single Transferable Vote (STV--used by all Health Boards and some councils). 


 The Local Electoral Act includes the option of polls of electors to ask which 


system they prefer. Polls can be organised either by a Council itself or 


requested by a petition from the electors. 


 This petition seeking a poll is being requested by Tasman District electors; 1839 


valid signatures (5% of Tasman electors) are required for a poll to take place. 


 It arises from the TDC Mayor and Councillors deciding (7 September 2017) to 


continue with the status quo (FPP) voting system, as it has decided for the last 


15 years. That decision, and the petition option was publicly notified by TDC on 


15 September 2017 and re-notified 23 January 2018.  


 


Who is organising the petition? 


 Liz Thomas in Golden Bay ward initiated the petition, but electors from all 


wards in Tasman District are invited to sign it.  Contact Liz on 021-106-4201 


or lizthomaspost@gmail.com 


 The petition wording and arrangements have been developed in consultation 


with TDC staff, to ensure that it complies with requirements in the legislation. 


 TDC has agreed the petition can be in all its libraries (Richmond, Motueka, 


Takaka, Murchison), accompanied by notes supplied by TDC. 


 All Councillors, Community Boards and Community Associations have been 


advised of the petition and its purpose, and their support sought for increasing 


awareness of the opportunity. 


 


Why is this petition important? 


 It creates an opportunity (a poll) to decide to use the STV voting system, 


which is generally considered a fairer system. 


 It creates an opportunity to decide to use the same voting system as the 


Health Boards use (STV)--and therefore reduce confusion in local elections. 


 It is electors' democratic responsibility to decide the voting system under 


which they elect their "employees" (i.e. Mayor, Councillors and Community 


Board Members).  


============= 







Tasman District Council--Public Notice 


first published 15 September 2018 


Electors May Demand Poll on Voting  


System 
Tuesday 23 January 2018 


The Council has opted to retain the First Past the Post system for voting in the 2019 and 
2022 local government elections. However, Tasman voters have the right to demand a poll 
on the electoral system if they would like that to change. 


The choice is between First Past the Post (FPP) and the Single Transferable Vote (STV) 
systems. To be successful, 5% of eligible voters must demand the poll (that’s 1827 [revised 
to 1839] registered electors in Tasman District) by 21 February 2018. 


Notice is given under Section 28(1) of the Local Electoral Act 2001, that Tasman District 
Council resolved to retain the First Past the Post (FPP) electoral system for the next two 
triennial general elections, being 2019 and 2022. 


Electors of Tasman District Council have the right to demand a poll to countermand the 
resolution to use the First Past the Post electoral system for the Council elections in 
accordance with Section 29 and 30 of the Local Electoral Act 2001.  


The choice is between the First Past the Post (FPP) electoral system and the Single 
Transferable Vote (STV) electoral system.  


 A valid demand for a poll is to be made in accordance with sections 29 and 30 of the 
Electoral Act 2001, and must: 


 Specify the electoral system proposed to be used; 


 Be made in writing; 


 Be signed by at least five percent of the number of electors enrolled as 
eligible to vote at the previous triennial election of the Tasman District Council 
(this will require a minimum of 1,827 elector signatures); 


 Be delivered to the Richmond office of the Tasman District Council, 189 
Queen Street, Richmond, by 21 February 2018, for the outcome to apply for 
the 2019 and 2022 triennial elections.  For any demand received after this 
date, the outcome will apply from the 2022 triennial elections. 


 


Every elector who signs a demand must also set out in it his or her full name and the 
address for which he or she is qualified as an elector of Tasman District Council. 


 



Penny

Highlight







 
 
SOME INFORMATION ABOUT STV 
 
The notice from TDC about calling for a poll on which electoral system to use is 
ATTACHED. 
 
~~~~~ 
 


 Voting using STV is fairer because it provides approximately proportional 
representation 


 Instead of ticking the candidate(s) you want, you rank the candidates in order of 
your preference 


 It reduces wasted votes because if your first choice doesn’t get enough votes, 
your vote is transferred to your second choice, and so on 


 Counting the votes is more complicated, but it’s done electronically using 
reliable methods 


 


Countries using STV 
 New Zealand (all District Health Boards and some councils) 


 Dunedin City Council. 


 Greater Wellington Regional Council. 


 Kaipara District Council. 


 Kapiti Coast District Council. 


 Marlborough District Council. 


 Palmerston North City Council. 


 Porirua City Council 


 Wellington City Council 


 Canada 
 Australia (Senate elections) 
 Northern Ireland (Assembly, European and local government elections) 
 Republic of Ireland (most elections) 
 Malta 


 


 
STV explained on YouTube: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLH_w5kHJpA 
 


paper by Dr Janine Hayward looking at STV and FPP: 
http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/council-
reports/Report_PDFs/2008_547_2_Attachment.pdf  



http://www.tasman.govt.nz/council/media-centre/public-notices/electors-may-demand-poll-on-voting-system/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bLH_w5kHJpA

http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/council-reports/Report_PDFs/2008_547_2_Attachment.pdf

http://www.gw.govt.nz/assets/council-reports/Report_PDFs/2008_547_2_Attachment.pdf
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