
 
 

Results of our planting work 

 
We are proud of the project and feel that we have helped create a long-term community asset. We have planted 
almost all of the original site as planned, with only one relatively small area left for planting. The stream through the 
park is vastly improved and the cycle-walkway path is going to be a useful and attractive feature.  

We feel that we have been successful in planning, co-ordinating and completing a more complicated project than 
our first project (Mapua Wetland) with three participating organisations involved. It has shown us how quite 
different organisations can work well towards a common community goal. 

We feel that we have had some success in promoting interest in the environment among many school children. We 
also feel privileged to have helped develop the potential of a smaller number of outstanding students. We hope 
some might prove to be conservation leaders in the future. 

Our successes have been: 
1. Planting: We have planted a total of about 5000 trees, shrubs and grasses. Known losses are about 36 trees, mostly 
species that are more difficult to grow. This amounts to a loss rate of less than   two per cent of total plantings. Losses 
include eight  titoki, two matai, six pukatea and about 20 tī kōuka. These occurred mainly during an unusually  dry summer 
/autumn period.  

We have replacement plants in hand for those we have lost. We also have more than 1000 additional trees and plants 
available for Tane’s Ark, many propagated and grown at Mapua Wetland. We have a  small area to the north of the present 
site we can plant up, with a possibility we could  add even more to the project, with more streamside planting to the north, 
and more amenity planting along about 100 metres of cycle track to the Mapua Drive entrance to Aranui Park. This could 
further enhance Tane’s Ark and add to the native forest mass in the Mapua Wetland/Aranui Park area.  

2. Recent planting: Since our January 2011 report, a total of 433 trees shrubs and grasses  have been planted.   In March, 
we worked with a group of 60 Mapua Primary School students learning to plant seeds and cuttings of hebe plants. On March 
31, a group of about 40 cubs and scouts planted hebe and harakeke on the northern side of Tane’s Ark. A group of three 
former Mapua School students also came and planted 12 kahikatea behind the entrance sign.  Members of this group are 
keen to be involved with further activities in Tane’s Ark and we are endeavouring to arrange this.  

3 Growth rates: Rates for most species have been very good, particularly plants on the south side of Aranui Stream. The 
fastest rate of growth would be from akeake planted only last October, which have grown from about 30cm to 1.5m. Growth 
rates for other selected individual trees on the south side were:  manuka, 1.6m, tī kōuka, 90cm; kowhai, 1.2m; titoki, 1.2m; 
totara, 1.3m; lancewood, 1.1m. Tī kōuka planted on the north side of the stream have also done well with some now 80-
90cm high. Most were planted in March-April 2010. These plants were all originally about 30cm high and grown from 
seedlings in root trainers. 



4. Cycle trail:  Contractors working for the Tasman District Council have built a cycle pathway through the site which will link 
residents in western Mapua  to Mapua Drive near Seaton Valley Rd (a growing residential area to the norhwest)  and to 
Mapua’s main street, Aranui Rd, with linking cycle pathways to the school, and to Mapua Beach. It also links to a pathway to 
the main sporting domain, main shopping and service area, and, with a short distance of road, to the wharf and tourist area 
at Port Mapua.  

4. Stream alignment: The Aranui Stream has been realigned and is more attractive through the Tane’s Ark site. Carex 
grasses have been planted along the stream edges to give sheltered habitat for water birds. The Tane’s team plans this 
year  to do a baseline assessment of fish in the stream with a view to seeking improvements in water quality and habitat, 
and increasing the numbers of native fish in the stream.  

A simple drainage system has reduced but not eliminated flooding problems through the Tane’s Ark site. However, it may 
need some fine tuning and use of  the present bridge structure may also need to  be reconsidered. It comprises three pipes 
through an earth and rock structure, but a bridge with a single unobstructed span bridge would be preferable and would stop 
the bridge forming a partial dam on the stream. Improvements if the drainage system are more likely if the route for the 
Tasman Regional Cycleway is confirmed as using Aranui Park and Tane’s Ark.  

5. Weed control:  

We have kept on top of weeds on the site through the initial plant establishment stage, with outstanding assistance help 
from staff at Sicon, the council contractors for week-to-week park management. With help from Sicon and the TDC, we are 
confident this level of weed control can be maintained.  

We have helped organise a solution to the problem of rampant weeds in the neighbouring Mt Hope orchard block. These 
include Japanese honeysuckle, old man’s beard, crack and grey willow, fan palms and  blackberry. These were first 
identified a year ago, when Tasman District Council weed control staff mapped the problem weeds but failed to get control 
measures implemented. Discussions with the Mt Hope owners, a syndicate, which  resulted in the syndicate taking out a 
long-term weed control contract with Sicon, the contractors who are managing weed control in Aranui Park. From our point 
of view, this is a very good solution and we are confident the weed problem in the Mt Hope property will be resolved. Sicon 
runs an excellent operation, with skilled staff and the agreement means Sicon staff  will be working on the two adjacent 
properties and are able to co-ordinate weed control in the whole area.  

7. Environment and leadership education:  

The Tane’s Ark project included a wide range of successful educational activities. Among them were: Assessing the 
suitability of a weedy site for restoration, soil testing, rescuing native eels from Aranui Stream, planting a wide range of 
species, writing reports for publication in our  community newspaper, purchasing  about 20 bigger  trees and negotiating for 
the best possible purchase price. The pupils also had to do a detective job to work out what had happened after a team of 
contract arborists drove a heavy truck and mulcher through the middle of recently-planted trees.   

Part-way through the project the school decided to involve all 240 children from Mapua School in Tane’s Ark planting. As a 
result, all children were given instruction and every child planted at least one plant. Parents and other teachers helped the 
initiative, but leadership for the instruction came from the 18 students in Tane’s Team. The pupils and parents came in 
groups of more than 60 at a time. The leaders addressed pupils and parents, and the team members worked with groups of 
the children. 

Tane’s Team members negotiated with organisations like Kids Restore New Zealand and also developed a display 
signboard to explain what was happening at the site. They also set up a simple website to help explain Tane’s Ark to 
internet users. Organisation has been led by the teachers, Teressa Hosie and Simon Clearwater, and decisions made at a 
series of regular meetings of leaders, with minutes and action points recorded by students on laptops.  

Valuable leadership training for the Tane’s Team was provided by Kids Restore New Zealand, particularly from the Bug 
Man, Ruud Kleinpaste. A highlight of the year was a visit to the Brook-Waimarama Sanctuary project in Nelson led by Rudd 
and Rick Field of the Waimarama Sanctuary. KRNZ also provided valuable moral support for the whole project over the 14 
month period. 

We have been fortunate to have excellent teachers at Māpua School involved during  the five years Friends of Mapua 
Wetland  have been helping with an environment education programme. We gratefully acknowledge the hard work by all the 
teachers and, for the purpose of this report, we particularly acknowledge the two who have worked on Tane’s Ark, Teressa 
and  Simon, together with environmental educator Monique Patterson. We also value the support of school principal Neil 
Chalmers, staff and board chairman Tony Jemmett and members of  the school board.  

 


