
Regional Transport Plan Feedback - Closes 17 Mar 2021 
Here is my draft submission.  Please feel free to use anything you wish.  Also let me know of 
anything that is incorrect or shouldn't be there or anything that can be added.  
Here is the link: https://submissions.tasman.govt.nz/my-council/public-

consultation/submission/new/1279/Draft-Regional-Public-Transport-Plan 
 
Brunos Draft submission: 

Draft Regional Public Transport Plan Submission (Tasman) 

Currently the draft plan proposes that in July 2023 (called Step 1) one service from 
Motueka to Richmond and Wakefield to Richmond at peak traffic time in the morning 
(presumably around 7am) and one service Richmond to Motueka and Richmond to 
Wakefield at peak traffic time in the evening (presumably between 5-6pm). 

Then in July 2026 (Step 2) the plan is for “Weekday service to Motueka (4 daily) and 
Wakefield (6 daily)”.  Presumably that means also 4 daily or 6 daily return services. 

I suggest the 2023 plan (Step 1 change) does not bring significant benefits to the 
Māpua/Motueka region (and presumably to the Wakefield region), so I propose that in July 2023 
we adopt both the Step 1 and the Step 2 changes so that from 2023 there will be a “Weekday 
service to Motueka (4 daily) and Wakefield (6 daily)”.  

My reasons are as follows: 

a) What is the purpose for introducing public transport?:  There is no doubt that these bus 
services would run at a loss - Drew Bryant (TDC Activity Planning Advisor Transportation) 
stated at the MDCA March 2021 meeting that no public transport service in NZ runs without a 
subsidy.  In the early days of a service, the main focus should be on a culture change as 
Tasman District people are so used to driving their cars to town. 

b) Who will mostly use public transport?  A comprehensive survey of all households in Māpua 
and Districts showed that the major potential users of a bus service to Richmond were NOT 
commuters to work, education or training, but older people who wished to travel from Māpua to 
Richmond or Motueka for shopping (57%), for health services (48%) and for social connections 
(48%) like visiting social clubs and friends and relatives.  People who wanted to use a bus 
service for Work, Education or Training only came to (26%).  The numbers are more than 100% 
because people could make more than 1 choice. 

I am not saying that the bus at peak times should be replaced by off-peak bus services, but the 
off-peak bus services should be added into the peak time services in the 2023 plan.  One 
significant advantage of this is that off peak transport is free with a Gold Card: “The government 
contributes to SuperGold free off-peak public transport.”  This would substantially increase off-
peak patronage helping the “culture change”. 

c) Is less patronage expected during peak times?  Work and study practices have changed 
since the beginning of the Covid-19 epidemic.  Workers and students are more used to 
spending at least some of their time on ZOOM or other video-conferencing media.  There is 
much more flexi-time at many workplaces.  These factors will reduce the patronage at peak 
times.  My BIG concern is that if the 2023 Step Change 1 plan is implemented that after a few 
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years there will be insufficient patronage on the service that may cause the TDC/NCC to 
reconsider their plans for any of the proposed expansion of services.  What is proposed in 2023 
is a very poor indicator of community needs for public transport. 

d) Can buses help build connected communities? It is my experience from using public 
transport during peak times that many workers and students use this time to prepare for the 
day’s work/study and reflect on the day on the trip home.  There is very little social interaction 
during these times in buses.  Also the main purpose is getting to the place of work/study  
passengers will be picked up from widely spread communities.  However off-peak travel is 
different, with people often coming from similar communities and with no specific 
planning/reflection time required.  If bus services have this in mind they would be a marvelous 
forum for social interactions and so strengthening community links. 

e) Will it cost as much as estimated?  It is easy to look at the cost of the driver, associated 
services and the bus purchase and running costs.  However other substantial cost reductions 
are often not included in the analysis.  What is the cost of adapting our environment to the 
consequences of increasing green house gas emissions from cars and how much will one bus 
save in taking 20 vehicles off the road, especially if the buses are electric as proposed.  There is 
also the reduction of waste from cars (stockpiles of tyres that get burned, ever increasing non-
recyclable plastics in modern cars).  What is the reduction of road maintenance costs with less 
vehicles on the road?  What is the reduction of severe accidents on the road with less cars and 
well trained bus drivers?  One of the proposals in the Regional Land Transport Plan is to make 
safety improvements in the Motueka – Nelson stretch of state highway 60 and the Nelson-
Wakefield stretch of state highway 6.  Maybe these improvements will not be needed with the 
introduction of buses.  Also the $3.5 million Nelson Southern Link may not be needed if 
Motueka and Wakefield travellers have been channeled onto buses rather than using their own 
vehicles (often with only the driver inside).  

 Bruno Lemke MDCA and NTCF 

 


