
Meeting to Consider the Protection of Trees by the TDC – Monday 16th Nov ‘20 
 
There has been a lot of discussion within the Māpua community recently about the lack of protection of 
trees. This has come up during the Tasman Resource Management Plan (TRMP) and related Tasman 
Environmental Plan discussions. The development of the TRMP is planned to take place over a 7 year 
period which is considered too long to deal with urgent issues such as developers cutting down large 
native trees. 
 
Bruce Gilkison convened a meeting at the Māpua Hall on 16 November, 2020 to discuss the means by 
which we can protect trees in the district and utilise upcoming opportunities to strengthen these. The 
following people attended the meeting: 
Counsellors Christeen McKenzie and David Ogilvie,David Mitchell, David Briggs, David Young (a local 
writer of history & conservation), plus Marion Satherley and Wayne Chisnall from the MDCA. 
 
We were provided with the TRMP criteria for defining and listing protected trees which is currently being 
reviewed by the TDC. We were also reminded that the Reserves Review is considering park 
classifications and that we have the opportunity to make submissions before the March extended 
deadline. The Reserves Classification is underpinned by the Reserves Act (1977) but we were 
encouraged to submit our views before the consultation process.It appears that both Aranui Park and 
Dominion Flats are to be classified as Recreation Reserves. 
 
The Tasman Environmental Plan development can be followed on their website and the dropin sessions 
are still underway. Future development areas are recorded on the website and submissions are 
encouraged, both individual and community. 
 
David Briggs reminded us that many of the Tasman pine forests are at or near maturity and a huge 
amount of felling is underway. His paper identifies that new planting does not balance this carbon loss 
and there does not appear to be any protection of the new plantings on into the future. David Ogilvie 
wants David Briggs to present his paper on deforestation to the TDC Policy and Strategy meeting in the 
new year. 
 
Our attitude to the importance of trees is historical and it will take persistance and leadership to drive 
the necessary cultural change. The MDCA has a key role In driving this and articles on saving trees 
should be published in the Coastal News and NewsLine. It is not just about the protection of heritage 
trees but about identifying and protecting important trees in general. The importance of sequestering 
carbon and protecting biodiversity are part of this too. 
 
Urban development is taking over productive land with fast tracking of projects a major problem. 
Councils have a real challenge meeting the Government’s demand to provide for growth whilst meeting 
the community demand to save productive land. It was suggested that the MDCA has a key role in 
seeking the TDC plans for urban development in Māpua over the next 5 years so that the community 
can have input on their requirements. To do this it would make sense to set up a subcommittee of the 
MDCA. 


