
 

November 2020  

Tena  koutou  katoa / To whom it may concern  

I am  writing  ( as Chairperson) on behalf of the members of the Māpua and Districts Community Association 
(MDCA) in support of the funding application from the Nelson Tasman Community Transport Trust (NTCTT) to 
ensure the ongoing viability and presence in our community of Māpua Willing Wheels ( MWW- local volunteer 
drivers’ transport service)  

Last year MDCA supported a district-wide survey on aspects of community wellbeing including access to 
transport . Over 300 responses were received with many noting the impact of the lack of a local transport 
system on their ability to participate fully in community activities or access health and social services.  

MDCA was more than willing to co-operate in the trial of a community based transport system - Māpua Willing 
Wheels- to meet this need. A memorandum of understanding (MOU) has been established with NTCTT to trial 
and jointly support this local service over a period of 5 months this year. The particular focus  of this has been 
on providing support for the paid co-ordinator and encouraging residents to access the service thus providing  
data to indicate  an ongoing need and support for the ongoing provision of the service  .  

This people-focused transport service is a good match with the objectives from MDCA’s constitution 
(adopted April 2019) which aim to : 
a)  promote and foster interest in the social, economic, environmental and cultural life of Māpua 

and surrounding districts 
b) encourage public discussion on the development of Māpua and districts, commensurate with the 

preservation of its unique qualities and desired lifestyle of residents 
These are particularly relevant in terms of reducing both carbon emissions and congestion as well as enabling 
individuals (young and old) to participate more fully in the desired quality of life within and beyond our 
community.  

MDCA is very keen for this service to be able to continue as it is a practical way of reducing isolation amongst 
our residents and also of promoting simple ways for residents to connect and be more involved in our local 
and wider community. A specific example of this, is MWW ‘s intention to develop in the new year a way of 
providing our young people, who attend high schools outside the district, with a service enabling them to 
participate more fully in the schools’ extra-curricular activities without being circumscribed by the school bus 
timetables. 

MDCA understands that NTCTT is applying to the RATA Foundation for funding to enable the ongoing 
employment of the MWW co-ordinator  and hence of the service) in 2021 . MDCA will continue to work in 
partnership with NTCTT in supporting this service and strongly encourages the RATA Foundation to view 
favourably this application for ongoing funding which will enable the service to continue. It fits with our 
community’s needs as well as our shared focus with the RATA Foundation on connectivity, reducing isolation 
and working in partnership. 

MDCA would be happy to comment further on our support for this application ( contact  info@ourmapua.org )  
and looks forward to a positive outcome  

Mauri ora  

 

Marion Satherley  ( Chairperson  Māpua and Districts Community Association)   


