
1 | P a g e  
 

David and Judy Mitchell 

107 Aranui Rd 

Māpua, Nelson 7005 

1 December 2020 

Marion Satherley 

Chairperson 

Mapua and District Community Association 

Mapua 

 

Dear Marion 

 

Aranui Park’s reserve classification 

Since we first discussed the issue of the formal TDC status of Aranui Park as a recreation reserve, Judy and I 

have learned a lot about the park and a little about the process of the Government "vesting" ownership of the park 

with the TDC. We have checked the available legal information and it is clear that the "vesting" of Aranui Park 

by the Government in the TDC on August 4 1977 meant the Government handed over total ownership of Aranui 

Park to the Tasman District Council for no payment, consideration or public consultation. However, we have not 

seen all the detail of that transaction. With that agreement, and under the current Reserves Act, we understand 

that the council was given full rights of ownership over the Aranui Park land.   
 

As you are aware, the present council ownership of the park is contrary to the explicit wishes of the donors of the 

park land, Bernard and Dorothy Wells and their daughters. They vigorously opposed the idea of the council 

owning their gifted land at every opportunity, as recorded in documents copied to you. That was because the 

Wells family did not believe that the then council would develop their gifted land in the way the family proposed. 

(At that time, the Wells family was dealing with the Waimea County Council. However, in terms of its 

governance, we acknowledge that the TDC is a continuation of the old Waimea council under a different name.)  
 

A welcome development under TDC management in recent years has been that the community has been very 

fortunate to have an outstanding TDC park manager, Richard Hilton. Richard has done a great deal to encourage 

our community to plant native trees in the wetter western side of Aranui Park. We have also been happy working 

to park plans that have been prepared by members of our community, the first by Jack Holland for the Mapua 

Reserves Board and the current 2015 to 2025 plan, prepared by the Friends of Māpua Wetland group.  
 

Fortunately, thanks to an extension of the TDC deadline for its current review of park classifications, the 

community and the association now have some time to discuss the issue of the most appropriate classification for 

Aranui Park. Residents have until March 16 to submit a preference for the re-classification of Aranui Park, which 

we believe should be a ‘scenic reserve’.  
 

The 1977 change of ownership of the park to the TDC, against the wishes of the donor family, makes deciding 

the right classification for this particular reserve more important. If the donors were alive, we believe that they 

would be dismayed by the fact that the present “recreation reserve” status offers little encouragement to fulfil 

their expressed wishes for a nature reserve. To the contrary, the “recreation reserve” designation permits use of 

Aranui Park for activities such as playing fields, and also allows buildings on the park land, developments the 

Wells explicitly said they did not want. 

 

Many in the community have worked hard on planting native and exotic trees in the park, including the Coastal 

Garden Group planting a range of mainly exotic trees and the rengarenga under-storey lilies in the drier east side, 

and 10 years of planting of native trees by hundreds of Māpua School children through their ‘Tāne’s Ark’ project 

on the wetter western side of the park. We all feel those initiatives were in line with the wishes of the Wells 

family and that more should be done to achieve the sort of park the donors asked for.  We believe that goal would 

be more likely to be achieved with a more appropriate TDC reserve classification for Aranui Park, ie as a ‘scenic 

reserve’.  

  

A further question Judy and I looked at was how the land came to be vested in the council. The Wells family did 

not believe that the council would develop the sort of park they wanted it to become, which was why they gave 

their land specifically to the Crown “for the people of New Zealand”. We have been told by a former DoC staff 
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member with years of experience administering reserve land that the way the vesting of the park in a different 

party was carried out by the Government would be deemed illegal if it was contested through court action.  
 

Should the Māpua Community try to challenge the action of the Government vesting the park in the local council 

against the donors’ very explicit directions? Even if we succeeded in a challenge, could the community then try 

to persuade the Government to hand the park back to DoC to administer as a scenic reserve?  And even if legal 

action challenging the change of ownership was successful, we doubt that the Government could be persuaded to 

take back responsibility for the reserve and vest it with the most qualified and appropriate government agency, 

the Department of Conservation. To us, any legal challenge to the change of ownership of the park seems to us a 

daunting pathway for the community and the association to follow. 
   

Judy and I also spent some time discussing the issue of the park’s status as it is now and we hope the 

association will also consider that matter. The result is that we recommend that the community should 

accept the TDC’s ownership of Aranui Park and suggest that the community and the association do all 

that we can to persuade the council to change the classification of Aranui Park to the more appropriate 

classification of ‘scenic reserve’. We believe that would more clearly commit the council to the sort of park 

advocated by the donors, Bernard and Dorothy Wells and their children.  

  

From our understanding of the ownership issues, if the association supported continued council ownership, 

we could hope for more consultative planning by the council, and with a ‘scenic reserve’ classification, more 

financial support for park development and for community native tree planting. (As you are aware, the current 

10-year plan for the park was prepared by the Friends of Māpua Wetland Inc.) This would be more in line with 

the Wells family’s proposals when they donated the land.  
 

We would also hope that the council would give some urgency to the long-discussed cycle-walkway path 

connection from the Aranui Rd-Māpua Drive intersection to Higgs Rd via the very good walking and 

cycle network of pathways within Aranui Park. The connection of the pathway to Higgs Rd has long been on the 

council's planning agenda. However, no firm commitment to go ahead and build it has yet been made. 
 

Judy suggests that, if the community and association accept our recommendations on seeking change for the 

park’s classification, the association would need to explain the issue of the park’s present ‘recreation reserve’ 

classification to Māpua - Ruby Bay residents and hope that they would support through submissions the goal to 

change the classification to ‘scenic reserve’, where trees and plants have a priority. Activities would be informal 

eg walking, cycling, picnics and one off events like school cross country runs or weddings. Judy is offering to 

write up the proposal in summary for a flier seeking support from residents for a 'scenic reserve’ 

classification for Aranui Park. We would seek help from the association to produce it and then circulate it 

to residents so that they have time to consider the issue and decide if they support the higher classification. 

We understand the deadline for submissions is 16 March 2021. 
 

We do also feel that we should ask the council at some stage to formally acknowledge both the generosity of the 

Wells family’s gift of the Aranui Park land, and make a commitment to fulfil the Wells family's stated ambitions 

for the park.  
 

We hope our comments, and the folder of reports and information about Aranui Park provided to Marion, might 

help the MDCA in its consideration of the Aranui Park issue. The goal we suggest for the association, the 

community and the council is to make Aranui Park a worthy ‘scenic reserve’ that the donors would be proud of - 

a peaceful and beautiful reserve with more trees native to our district, alive with abundant bird-life. Thank you 

for considering our letter. We are happy to answer any questions.  
 

Yours faithfully,  

David and Judy Mitchell 

 

 


