
Meeting with the Mayor and CEO of TDC 
 

The Chair of MDCA, Marion Satherley and Wayne Chisnall (MDCA Vice Chair) met with the Mayor, Tim 
King and CEO, Janine Dowding on 7 October. Tim is taking the opportunity to meet with all the diverse 
communities within Tasman and introduce Janine to the chairs of community associations. It is also an 
opportunity to provide communities with information on the annual TDC work programme and to provide 
some insight into the changing relationship between Government and District Councils. There is an 
uncertainty around this as it is dependent on the election, potential changes to the RMA and 
environmental plans and on the potential for centralisation of key services as signalled by the “Three 
Waters Programme”. 
One of the likely outcomes is a shortened community consultation  process and hence reduced 
community involvement in key decision making. 
 
We took the opportunity to raise some of the issues that impact the Māpua community: 

- Tasman Resource Management Plan (TRMP) community cosultation process 
The importance of process and timing in determining policy 
Community consultation is important (Māpua’s opportunity is on 12 October) 
Please can we revisit decisions made 30 years ago on things like indicative roads 
This was explored in detail with respect to issues with Aranui Road 
 

- The apparent disconnect between councillors and TDC officers on occasions  
o The relationship between community and council is important here 
o Some of the issues with the Ngaio Tree Reserve were used as examples 

 
- Climate change issues with the link to managing significant trees and forested areas (refer 

David Briggs” presentation) 
 

- The need to take the pressure off Aranui Road by completing the Seaton Valley Stream 
pathway between Māpua Inlets and the Old Mill Pathway 

 
o Ownership of private driveways is an issue here 

 
- Māpua Ferry subsidy by NZTA needs to be followed up by Council 

 
- Sealing of the Māpua Domain and Bowling Club ROW and carpark raised during the Reserves 

Review is required with the increasing number of vehicles using it.  
 


