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Tasman
Bio-Strategy
Update:
introducing the Working Group.
Tēnā koutou katoa,
You are receiving this email as you have been identified as a person or group
who is interested in our biodiversity. If you no longer wish to receive our
correspondence, please hit unsubscribe at the bottom.

Please share this email with your contacts so we can spread our net as wide
as possible to really capture our collective regional knowledge.

PLEASE FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK FOR A SERIES OF ENGAGING ARTICLES
EXPLORING TASMAN'S BIODIVERSITY AND OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH IT

We are writing to you with an update on the Tasman BioStrategy. You
may have received a message from us at the end of 2019 about our
plans for public engagement right about now. Then the 'C Bomb' hit,
leaving the population running for cover. Rest assured the working
group has been busy in the background, developing the discussion
paper for the strategy, which we will release in our next mail to you.

We have been writing a series of pieces relating to biodiversity in the
region and have just launched the Tasman BioStrategy Facebook Page
to get those out, and also through various news publications. It's
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been great interacting with so many of you and learning about all the
amazing efforts going on around the region. Thanks so much to
those who have contributed so far. We really are proud of the people
of Tasman Region, there is a huge connection to the natural world,
and we have so much to celebrate. Tasman is truly unique, with a
high degree of endemism, many of her secrets are still to be
discovered.

Nevertheless, parts of our natural world are in deep trouble, and it is
our responsibility to forge a plan with Treaty Partners, land-owners,
industry and the wider community to help us work symbiotically with
it. We intend to use the Kotahitanga mō Te Taiao strategy as a
framework and build upon its achievements. We can't do this alone,
and we need to use the collective knowledge of the region.

We are planning a mix of online forums for stakeholder groups and
public workshops, the details are coming soon.

In this rapidly

changing world, we have seen that humans can act en masse when
faced with an existential crisis. The loss of biodiversity is one such
crisis, people saw the environmental response to the lockdown for
themselves. Wildlife reclaiming our urban areas, more birdsong,
clearer air, and the government has responded well with the Budget
announcement for millions of dollars invested in re-deploying the
workforce into environmental projects. However it's all well and good
repairing issues, but we also have to work to avoid these issues
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happening in the first place. The ripple effect of this will be felt well
into the future.

So who are the Tasman Bio-Strategy working group?

Introducing the members

The Tasman District BioStrategy Working Group have been selected
as excellent ambassadors and conduits for their communities.
Together they are working to forge a transformational path for how
we as a community relate to nature now and into the future. The
working group needs you to help them share your knowledge and
practical experience, to assist them consider all aspects of Tasman's
biodiversity, from insects, soil microbes and birds to ecosystems and
air quality. Together we can forge a way ahead, co-existing within
nature and with each other, so that we all thrive in harmony.

Paul Sheldon – Biodiversity / Biosecurity Co-ordinator, Project
Leader, Tasman District Council

Te Waari Carkeek – Kaihautu, Tasman District Council

Damien Cloeter – Data Analyst Fisheries New Zealand and observer
of the process.
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Peter Lawless - Facilitator

Based in Nelson, Peter has a wide professional practice that focuses
primarily on facilitating community processes engaged in developing
strategies to deal with the future.

Peter is the regional marine

biosecurity coordinator for the Top of the South, independent
facilitator for the ongoing processes of the Nelson Biodiversity
Strategy, the Tasman Bio-Strategy, and was the primary author of the
Kotahitanga mō te Taiao the natural heritage strategy for the Top of
the South Island. Peter trained as an ecologist and worked for many
years for the government in all of the major environmental agencies.

Andrea Goodman
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Andrea has lived on and off in the Tasman region for over 20 years.
Andrea has a background in conservation, ecology and wildlife
management. She currently works for the Kea Conservation Trust in
conflict transformation, community engagement and works with
conservation youth ambassadors. Andrea is passionate about
conservation and is a strong advocate for living with indigenous
biodiversity in our backyards and ensuring we nurture and protect
our environment for future generations. Andrea is also a member of
the Nelson/Marlborough Conservation Board, Nelson Biodiversity
Forum, Trustee of the Mountain Valley Trust and Chair of Ngātīmoti
School Board of Trustees.

Lew Metcalfe

Lew Metcalfe is from a sheep and beef farming background and has
been involved with the primary sector for most of his career. Lew has
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lived in Nelson for almost 25 years and has been Policy Manager for
Federated Farmers of NZ, Sustainable Dairying advisor for Fonterra
and more recently a member of the Special Tribunal for the Te
Waikoropupū Springs Water Conservation Order application.
Many of his roles have been to provide advocacy and advice to
central and local government on behalf of the farming sector. An
understanding of both farming systems and knowledge of RMA
processes has given rural landowners a pathway to be heard and
understood by Councils. Improved policy and regulation outcomes
that deliver solutions that are affordable, achievable and practical has
been a key focus. Lew has also been involved with the promotion of
farm excellence programmes, the establishment of a nationwide rural
recycling business and leading river care programmes to improve
water quality.

Stew Robertson

Stew is the communications manager for the group. An expat Scot,
he has been based in Motueka for 18 years and is here to stay. Stew
has a background in tourism and marine conservation, he is the
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founder and director of Abel Tasman EcoTours and Tasman Bay
Guardians. The Guardians deliver aquatic conservation programs to
schools and the community, deliver clean ups, litter audits, tree
planting and environmental consulting. Stew is passionate about
aquatic eco-systems, and is a strong advocate for community based
restoration and protection, working with Treaty partners in order to
maintain the resilience and health of the sea for the future
generations. Stew is also a member of the Nelson Biodiversity Forum
and is a Trustee at Abel Tasman Birdsong Trust, Wilderness Canoe
Trust and Tasman Bay Guardians.

Ian Shapcott (Shappy)

Based in Waikawa / Waitohoi (Picton), Shappy is the representative of
Tangata Whenua Iwi on the Working Group and is employed by Te
Ātiawa Manawhenua Ki Te Tau Ihu Trust. He is the Kaitiakitanga
Advisor to the Kaitiaki o te Taiao Office of Te Ātiawa Trust - three
rohe: Tōtaranui and Kura Te Au / Sounds', Whakatū / Nelson and
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Motueka / Tasman). He is also a member of the NZ Planning Institute
and has a long-term professional association with the TDC and
Tasman.

Sky Davies

Sky grew up in the Motueka Valley and has recently returned to the
area with her husband and two children. Prior to her role at Tasman
Environmental Trust, Sky worked as a research team leader for the
Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment, carrying out
environmental investigations. In that role her main focus was on
conservation related issues including pest control and native bird
conservation.

Prior to having a family, Sky spent many years

travelling. Some of her adventures included working as a white-water
raft guide in the United States, a three-year stint in Bolivia working in
community development, and living on a canal boat in the UK. Sky
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has a Bachelor of Resource Studies degree from Lincoln University,
and a Master of Science degree in environmental policy from Oxford
University, where she studied as a Commonwealth Scholar.

David Sissons

David is retired, after forty years working as a landscape architect.
Most of that time was spent here in the top of the South Island, with
forays to Wellington, Auckland, Christchurch and Sydney. His work
has covered a wide range in both the private and public sectors, from
urban development in Auckland to high country tenure review in
Marlborough. He has a lot of experience with coastal issues, and has
been a keen advocate of dune restoration, such as at Nelson's
Tahuna Beach. He is now helping the Waimea Inlet Forum with
projects to restore the biodiversity and the health of the Waimea Inlet.
His vision is that we should always strive to integrate our human
activities seamlessly into the natural world.

Debs Martin
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Debs has been the Regional Manager for Forest & Bird for the past
15 years, and has been involved in a broad range of biodiversity
initiatives during that time. She has been on the Native Habitats
Tasman group since its inception over 10 years ago, and represents
that group on the Bio-Strategy Working Group.
She has been involved in the development of the Kotahitanga mō te
Taiao Alliance strategy, and the stakeholder reference group for the
New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy.
When she's not collaborating about biodiversity, you can often find
her weed-busting with her partner around the district, chasing down
populations of long-tailed bats, or peering through binoculars at our
shorebirds. She lives on 5 acres of land with a QE2 covenant, and is
involved in backyard trapping and volunteers for traplines further
afield.
In 2019 she received a Queen's Service Medal for services to
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Conservation.

Dave Richards

Dave is farming Sheep and Beef on 1200 ha at Redwood Valley,
Paturau and Anatori/Turimawiwi.
He has been a Farm Management Advisor for MAF and Cawthron
Institute, with Skills in Agronomy and Soil sciences.
He has been involved with Pest and weed strategies in Tasman and
has a passion to improve the ecology of our region through reducing
the impact of introduced predators and weed species, with the aim of
regenerating habitats in streams and coastal sites.

Hans Stoffregen

7/07/2020, 2:44 pm

Roundcube Webmail :: Meet the Tasman Bio-Strategy Team

13 of 15

http://mail.ourmapua.org/roundcube/?_task=mail&_action=print&_uid=...

Born and bred near Hamburg in northern Germany, Hans is a senior
manager at the Department of Conservation in Takaka. Hans has
been a fan of the great outdoors for as long as he can remember. A
shipbuilder by trade, Hans retrained in 1990 and holds a Masters in
Conservation Studies from Victoria University, and a placement at
DOC soon turned into a full time job.
Hans' role is diverse, every day is different, dealing with weed and
pest control, biodiversity work, species re-introductions and of
course being in Golden Bay – Whale Strandings. Working in
landscapes as vast and diverse as Kahurangi National Park, Abel
Tasman National Park, Farewell Spit and the Coastal Marine Area.
Collaborating with local Iwi and NGO's such as Project Mohua and
Project Janszoon.
He's lucky enough to work in a field where he can make a difference.
"Ten or 20 years ago I planted trees, now they're a forest."
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The BioStrategy is Tasman District Council's response to the National
Policy Statement on Indigenous Biodiversity, requiring councils to
have a Regional Biodiversity Strategy. The working group has been
appointed by Tasman District Council's Bio-Strategy Governance
Group comprised of councillors and broad Iwi representation.

We wish you all the best and look forward to your contribution to this
process. We will be in touch soon with the discussion paper and
workshop dates.

Please share this letter with any friends and colleagues who
you think might be interested in our process.

For direct correspondence or if you have been forwarded
this mail and would like to join our contacts list, please
email tasman.biostrategy@tasman.govt.nz

Visit the TDC website to read our Terms of Reference and the technical
aspects to our process

Ngā mihi mahana kia koutou katoa
The Tasman Bio-Strategy Working Group
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