
Brief minutes of Water Infrastructure group Wednesday 26 June 7pm at the Mapua Hall (these 
minutes were requested to be included as correspondence in the August MDCA) 

Present: 

Craig, Annie, Sharn, Vanessa, Sarah, Chrissie, Keri, Naomi, Bruno.   Apologies from Devin, Aileen, Toni 
and Jan. 

We began with a discussion on whether this subcommittee should remain within the MDCA or 
become a separate body.  While some were uncertain, most people favoured becoming a separate 
entity.  Naomi said we could start as a separate entity and then choose to re-join the MDCA at a later 
date.  Naomi left at this point as she was there to represent the MDCA.  Bruno suggested Chrissie 
become convenor of the group as she already has a facebook page: Ruby Bay Coastal Home 
owners and Residents.  Chrissie suggested she and Bruno co-convene the meetings and Bruno to 
report back to the MDCA if we need their support on any issues.  

Progress on the stormwater drain at the back of 72-100 Stafford Drive was discussed and the views 
were mixed as to whether this would proceed or not.  Chrissie read out an email from Toni.  This 
email clearly stated that the council was progressing with the drain but not the outlet to the sea as 
this was beyond budget. 
 
The funding shortfall for the current wastewater upgrade was discussed and the decision was that as 
many members as possible would attend the public meeting on Water Infrastructure led by Rob 
OGrady at the next MDCA (8 July at 7pm).  While most people wanted to leave their questions to 
OGrady for on the night, Bruno offered to produce some questions to OGrady prior to the meeting in 
relation to the curtailment of the wastewater upgrade at 72 Stafford Drive and the intrusion of 
stormwater into the wastewater system.  See letter below. 
 
There was not a much interest in the letter to Council we drafted (but did not send) in December last 
year about us engaging with the water infrastructure review proposed by Council.  The main reason 
is that members thought that this would be futile. 

 

Other business: 

Kerry discussed the ongoing issue with Council on not completing the stormwater upgrade along Tait 
street in 2017.  The separable portion 2 of that upgrade (which was supposed to have been done 
with the original upgrade, but the project ran out of money) has still not been touched so the 
stormwater problems he experiences from properties above him on Pomona road/Crusader Drive 
have still not been solved.  In the meanwhile Kerry will keep pursuing this. 

Meeting closed at 8:30pm. 

Proposed questions forwarded to OGrady for Mondays MDCA meeting 8th July 7pm 

Originally there was to be a fresh water and a wastewater upgrade along Stafford Drive to Pinehill 
Avenue.  In the 31 May Newsline after Council approved the cost over-run of the fresh water 
upgrade but did not approve the cost over-run of the wastewater upgrade, Rob OGrady said that “to 
carry out the most essential work within the available funding, we have reduced the scope of the 
wastewater work” and the completion of the wastewater upgrade “will be considered as a separate 
future project”.  So the wastewater upgrade (other than odour control will essentially end at 72 
Stafford Drive).  



Residents along Stafford Drive from no. 72 onwards have often complained of flooding and 
sewerage overflows for quite a while.  This was confirmed by Rob O’Grady at the March meeting of 
the MDCA where he said  “And the Mapua wastewater network is inefficient.  …..  Parts of the 
system are often at capacity during high rain events.   Overflows have occurred at Mapua School and 
tankers are often required to prevent overflows in other locations.” 

Questions:   

1) Can Rob OGrady please explain how the reduced scope of the wastewater work will still help 
with the wastewater issues along Stafford Drive and Broadsea Avenue in Ruby Bay. 

2) The fresh water upgrade is still going from the wharf through to Pinehill Avenue “to service 
future growth north of Pomona Road”.  Can Rob OGrady please explain why the same does 
not apply to wastewater especially considering that current residents are having more 
problems with wastewater and stormwater than with fresh water. 

 

 

 


