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This is a new subcommittee set up in response to ongoing community concerns relating to a lack of 
any affordable available public/community transport system within and out of Mapua and Districts. 
It has been really energizing and productive to work across and with other community organizations 
in this way  

This concern was a “Hot Topic” at one of the 2018 MDCA meetings and it was clear that there was 
energy for a specific focus on identifying and addressing this issue.  

The formation of the  Nelson Tasman Transport Trust  late 2018 with a regional focus on the same 
issues and access to a broader range of funding and resources has provided the support for a more 
specific focus on MDCA taking action to begin . 

The subcommittee has developed, trialled and circulated a Community Wellbeing Survey for Mapua 
and Districts Residents . This began with a specific section on transport  covering current usage and 
future possibilities. Other questions related to more general wellbeing and potential improvements 
and additions to resources available in the Mapua district. The survey was available in paper and on-
line versions for residents to complete and submit over the month of July. At the time of writing 320 
completed copies have been submitted – a return rate of 20% which is really encouraging. The next 
phase is to publicize the results and set up a wider community working group to analyse the results 
and focus on ways we can begin to “ put wheels on the issue” ( as it were!)  

It is encouraging that both Tasman and Tapawera Associations have asked for the survey format and 
indicated their intentions to adapt and circulate it amongst their own members. 

As our population and awareness of the impact of carbon emissions on the environment both 
increase, this is becoming an increasingly urgent aspect of our community life and infrastructure to 
address. This aspect of MDCA’s work has immediate impact on our residents ‘ ability to remain in 
and be connected to the area, as well as longer-term implications for decreasing pollution and traffic 
congestion. We look forward to a busy year ahead. 

 


