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Tasman voting choice in September elections 

Tasman District voters will have an extra decision to make at the local body elections in September. 

For the first time since 2002, voters are going to be asked to choose between the two available 

systems: First Past the Post (FPP) and Single Transferable Vote (STV), a preferential system. The 

outcome will apply from the 2022 elections.  The poll results from a successful year-long petition 

signed by over 5% of Tasman electors. 

Preferential voting systems mean that successful candidates are preferred by more voters than a 

single-tick "first past the post" system as currently used in Tasman. The present system can result in 

anomalies, such as when votes are evenly split, so that a "successful" candidate doesn't actually 

have a majority of the total votes cast.  

So far 11 of New Zealand's 67 councils, including Marlborough District, have moved onto the STV 

voting system, along with all the health boards. Whanganui is also holding a poll this election. STV is 

generally considered as more fairly representing voters' choice because it's more responsive. That's 

because voters can also indicate their second (and third etc) choice by numbering the candidates 

standing for election, rather than just giving a single tick to one candidate.  

"This is a great opportunity for us to have our say on which voting system we prefer," says Ms 

Thomas, who initiated the petition. "The poll is a chance for our community to be involved in the 

foundation stone of local democracy. We want voters to seriously think about the benefits of moving 

to the preferential system."  

Current Tasman Councillors Dean McNamara and Mark Greening both support the poll and the 

opportunity to move onto the STV system. "Like all preferential systems, it's a fairer way of voting," 

says Mark, "Many of our decisions are based on thinking A is better than B or C, but if I can't have A, 

then I'd prefer C. Voting for representatives is a bit like that, too. If not enough other people also want 

my first choice, then maybe we can all agree on a second choice." Both Dean and Mark feel that 

would mean representatives had stronger community backing, which is good. 

Councillor Dana Wensley also strongly supports the poll to achieve the STV system. She adds, "Let’s 

bring Tasman in line with what other councils are doing, and make our region more democratic, 

accountable to the voters, and representative of the amazing people who live here.” 

Poll papers will be distributed with the other voting papers in late September, with results announced 

on 12 October. 
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