
A Brief History of the Dominion Flats Reserve Project 

After the bypass highway through to Motueka was completed in 2008 the area now called Dominion 
Flats Reserve was surplus to the needs of Transit who were looking to sell an area of approximately six 
and a half hectares. The TDC, with a lot of encouragement from the local community, and with the 
understanding that the community would be very involved, agreed to buy it as a reserve to be restored 
,as  near as possible, to its original state of lowland kahikatea forest. A sub-committee of the MDCA was 
formed who researched the type of trees that would be suitable and the first applying for grants began. 

At the time of the bypass work a survey of the streams was done which showed that at least 8 different 
native fish were there and so it was important that their habitat was protected .  

Then in September 2013 Nelmac offered several thousand plants which were no longer needed for a 
project and so the work began in earnest. Our first public planting day on  3rd November 2013 saw 90 
people from young children to grandparents all helping to get plants in the ground and many have 
helped at every planting day since. There are now over 60,000 plants in the ground mostly paid for with 
money from grants. We have applied to many different sources for money not always successfully, but 
have received over $75000 so obviously have been very lucky with a lot. We have also had many plants 
donated, grown from locally sourced seeds.  

We have had and still get tremendous help from the community. A group of about 10 regulars go every 
Tuesday morning to weed, or use weedeaters to control the weeds and to plant new plants. We have 
had help from Mapua School, Lower Moutere School, Waimea Intermediate,, CrombieLockwood work 
days, Jonathan Kennett’s group from Wellington, family groups, Cubs, Scouts, a Geocache group, and 
the women’s walking group. We have traps lines that are monitored by volunteers and have caught 
stoats, weasels, rats and hedgehogs ,(and we regularly deal with wasp nests). We are also well 
supported by TDC with advice, materials and our share of the reserves budget. 

The first of the boardwalks were built by DOC cadet trainees at NMIT using materials supplied by TDC 
and subsequent bridges were built by community volunteers. The tracks have been made by a 
contractor to the TDC with materials from TDC and from grant money. Recently fresh gravel has been 
laid on some of these using donated material. Work has been started on the last part of track which will 
complete the circuit of the reserve. These are used by walkers, runners, cyclists and school children and 
some lead further afield to connect with other communities. One connection is through an underpass 
which has vibrant murals drawn, at our request, by Mapua school pupils, decorating the entrances.  

We have a donated picnic table at the first resting area and 2 more tables and 2 seats further through 
the reserve which were made by one of our volunteers with donated material. 

This project has now completed the first five years with wonderful results to show for all the hard work. 
It is beginning to look like a natural patch of bush but still will need several more years of planting and 
nurturing before we can hand it back to nature. In time we hope there will be an obvious patch of native 
forest that has increased bird life and that offers protection for the native fish that inhabit the streams. 
Already tui, fantails, silvereyes, pukeko and kingfisher are enjoying their new habitat and the native fish 
numbers are increasing in the streams. 



If you would like to add your bit to the project come and join us on 26th May and 9th June 9am-12md and 
bring your spade. We have 1000 more plants to get in the ground. 

 


