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Executive Summary 
 
Tēnā koutou katoa - ngā mihi nui ki a koutou; ngā mana whenua rātou ko ngā mema ko ngā hoa ō 
tēnei rohe! Greetings to all iwi, members and supporters of this region and the Māpua and Districts 
Community Association. 
 
Again a huge thankyou to all those who have worked for, contributed to and supported the 
significant range of projects and issues we have been involved with and addressed this year. Special 
thanks to our 3 current TDC Ward Councillors –Tim King, Anne Turley and Dean McNamara. We 
appreciate their regular attendance at our meetings and especially for their willingness to receive 
feedback and follow up many diverse queries and concerns in a very busy year.  
 
Executive Committee members share the tasks of resourcing and running meetings, disseminating 
information, presenting MDCA viewpoints, lobbying the TDC and envisioning important community 
changes. Sincere thanks to you all for a great year and to those who are standing down, take our 
appreciation with you. We hope that you will stay involved as members! At our last AGM we 
thanked and farewelled Devon Gallagher.  
 
Other MDCA members have also taken responsibility for leading sub-committees, representing the 
Association on community wide bodies and providing researched information and resources. Thank 
you all - time is a precious resource and we appreciate your willingness to give this so freely. We also 
value the connections and relationships with a range of other community-focused organizations 
such as Māpua and Districts Business Association, the Māpua Community Hall Association, Māpua 
School, the Māpua Boat Club and other community associations. We are working on and are 
committed to developing closer co-operative relationships with iwi holding mana whenua in our 
rohe. 
 
As an Association we have made submissions this year on: 

 The Māpua Wharf/Waterfront TDC land development plan  

 The TDC Long Term Plan  

 The proposed Waimea Dam  
We recognise that there is no agreed “ Association viewpoint” on most issues and have encouraged 
robust discussions and presented multiple suggestions to reflect the diversity within our community 
while seeking out any “ common ground”. 
Life Membership was conferred on Pat Perry 
We farewelled long-term community residents Netta Perry; the Austins; Bill Williams; Tiger Lily 
(Village Cat)  
 
A wide range of speakers have formally presented at our monthly meetings. Input from iwi, 
individuals and other community groups keep our membership abreast of current thinking, 
strategies and affairs. AEDs 
 
Projects covered this year include: 

 Hosting the “ Meet the Candidates” Meeting for the national  elections along with Nik 
Roland at the Playhouse  

 Relocating the Boat Ramp ( ongoing debate and consultation)  

 Restoring and caring for Wetlands and Estuaries in our rohe with a formal connection to the 
Waimea Inlet Forum 

 Māpua Waterfront developments with a particular focus on providing input to the TDC 
review of future developments of their land in the area and ensuring that the 



implementation Working Group is set up to be representative of the wider community and 
operating on a co-operative model 

 Subdivisions, new and planned, including impacts on neighbours 

 Footpaths and roading, safety and landscaping  

 Updating an Operations Manual for Executive members  

 Responding to the February 1st sea inundation in Ruby Bay from Cyclone Fehi by: 
1)  offering immediate support to those affected;  
2) developing links between community groups and TDC ;  
3) hosting a community BBQ for Resilient Ruby Bay residents and 
4) setting up a new sub-committee focusing on Water Infrastructures to address the longer 

term issues and hopefully solutions 
 

These as well as the regular areas of our work are reported on in the rest of this report by those 
Executive Committee members responsible for each particular portfolio.  
 
 

Treasurer and Member Services Report  
Aileen Connell 

 
 

At the end of the 2018 financial year (30 June 2018) we had 104 members this includes our 3 life 
members Pat Perry (inducted into this group in December 2017), Hugh Gordon and Wilma Tansley. 
 
Our membership list is updated with information throughout the year as it comes to hand.  I will no 
longer be confirming payments with a receipt book number but will confirm by sending email when I 
have taken a cash payment for banking or have seen a direct credit come through into the bank 
account.  We use the most up to date membership list for each mail out. 
 
We have 3 automatic payments set up for the secretary and social media honoraria and one for the 
Māpua Hall (for our 2 meetings a month).   
 
The MDCA has one bank account which is split into 4 distinct groups for reporting purposes and 
allow us to keep track of income and expenditure for the various sun committees that are tasked 
with managing these grants 
 
The Trust that was looking after the monies donated following the devastating fire at the aquarium 
was transferred the MDCA to be used in the Waterfront Park.   
 
We also received a donation from Club Māpua, monies to be used in repair / replace parts in the 
AED’s in our community 
 
As of the 30th June 2018 we have $15,850.87 in our bank account.  Our income for the general 
running of the MDCA is from a TDC grant and membership fees.  All income for Dominion Flats is 
from grants.     
 
There is a summary and notes to the accounts attached as an appendix to this report.  
 
Our accounts are with David Beatson for review 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Relationships 
Naomi Aporo 

Relationships is a new portfolio for our 2017-18 year. There have been two key focus areas 
established within this portfolio: 

1. Building a stronger understanding of the Māori history specific to Māpua and Te Mamaku / 
Ruby Bay, including development of relationships with our mana whenua iwi; and 

2. Establishing a history project that includes compiling historical narratives, (pre and post-
colonial) including recording stories from our long-term elderly residents who have a strong 
local knowledge. 

We look forward to the progression of these initiatives in the 2018-19 year. 
 
 

Social Media 2017-18 Annual Report 
Tim Hawthorne 

 
From July 2017 through June 2018, the MDCA posted 137 notices on our Facebook page which were 
viewed 110,239 times. On average, each post was viewed by 804 unique people. The numbers of 
people who “like” our Facebook page grew from 669 to 812 in the past year, a growth of 21%. In 
addition, we posted 9 videos throughout the year, 5 of which were our first “Facebook Live” video 
casts. All video combined received 6084 views and a total viewing time of 101 hours. In addition, 25 
of our posts were reposted on Neighbourly for potentially thousands of more views. 
 
Our most viewed post ever was the February 1st post about the Fehi flood that drew 13,811 views, 
32 comments and was shared 145 times. Our February 9 post announcing the Fehi Storm Recovery 
meeting reached 2726 people. The live video of the Recovery meeting was viewed 347 times for a 
total of 2,446 minutes. 
 
Our website continues to draw small but important numbers. In the year from July 1, 2017, there 
were 1203 unique visits to the web site with 2184 pages viewed and an average time on the site of 
about 1 minute and 15 seconds. Additionally, our Facebook posts continue to post to the web site’s 
front page, so that non-Facebook members can read what’s happening immediately in our 
community on their internet browser. The website also serves as the repository for all the 
Association’s monthly meeting notes, agendas, minutes, and correspondence, under the “Archives” 
drop down menu heading.   
 
And lastly, we’re pleased to announce the launch of the MDCA’s new Instagram page. Just search for 
“Māpuacommassoc” on Instagram then be sure to follow us.  Or go to: 
https://www.instagram.com/Māpuacommassoc/ on your PC or Mac. We already have a few photos 
posted and are looking for more. Please email any of your photos to info@ourMāpua.org. 
 
 

Roads & Footpaths Annual Report 
Wayne Chisnall 

 
The 2018 Portfolio included: 

 Higgs Road Footpath (complete) 

 Māpua Country Store- Māpua School Refuge Crossing (complete) 

 Seaton Valley Road footpath from Māpua Drive to Dawson Road (Funded for 2018) 

 Aranui Road refuge crossing at the Village (Not in budget but will be promoted) 

 Māpua Drive path from Higgs Road roundabout to Mamaku Drive (On the list but not 
funded) 

 Seaton Valley Stream Pathway from Old Mill Pathway to Leisure Park Causeway (Discussions 
underway with TDC – aim to complete in stages with first stage from Moreland Place to 
Bone’s driveway) 

 Jessie Street to Aranui Drive Pathway (Exploring with landowner and TDC) 

https://www.instagram.com/Māpuacommassoc/
mailto:info@ourmapua.org


 Possible pathway from Higgs Road to Aranui Reserve (Discussions with landowners but low 
priority) 

 
My thanks to Steve Elkington and Jamie McPherson of TDC for their assistance in completing 
projects and responding to questions. 

 
 

Automated External Defibrillator (Aed) Support Annual Report 
Wayne Chisnall 

 
This subcommittee was set up by Reinhard Gebhard to monitor and maintain AEDs accessible to the 
public in Māpua 
 
We set up a Memorandum of Understanding to define the relationship between the MDCA and the 
owners of the devices: 

 Ownership remains with the purchaser 

 Monitoring of batteries and pads is by subcommittee members who maintain a record of 
expiry dates. 

 The drop off point for used devices is currently the Māpua Health Centre 

 Funding was sought by the subcommittee to replace used/expired batteries and pads and 
Club Māpua generously donated $470 for 2018 potential expenses 

 
The subcommittee set up a CPR/AED training evening and  training on the use of AEDs/CPR has been 
offered by Māpua Health. 
 
AEDs available to the public are sited at: 

 Outside the Appleshed Café 

 Outside the 4 Square Store (generously funded and supported by 4 Square) 

 Outside the Māpua Hall 

 Outside Cushlas 
 
The current subcommittee is: 

 Wayne Chisnall, email: wchisnall@gmail.com 

 Sharon Corbett, email: info@accentbnb.co.nz 

 Gary Blair, email: thegarfield@xtra.co.nz 

 John Ralfe, email: jrMāpua@gmail. 
 
My thanks goes to Reinhard for his tireless work in formulating the idea and in setting up a 
subcommittee to oversee the operation and maintenance of AEDs available to the public. Thanks 
also to the subcommittee members who helped bring this initiative together. 
 
 

Environment Sub Committee Annual Report 
Helen Bibby 

 
The main focus of this committee is the restoration of Dominion Flats Reserve which is impressive 
for the progress made. With help from a committed group who go regularly each week to plant or 
weed, and boosted by help from the community on planting days we will have planted over 5000 
plants during this financial year. The weather has been on our side too this year and the growth of 
plants has been phenomenal. We have a successful trapping programme run by a volunteer and 
have helped with plantings in Higgs Reserve and other local areas.  
 
 
 
 



Māpua Waterfront Park and Advisory Group 
Trish Smith 

 

It has been a successful, if also frustrating, year of events. 
 
We finally installed 4 lovely picnic tables with seats into the park, thanks to a Grant from the Rata 
Foundation.  This grant was also used to start up a play area.  After many attempts to get a tunnel 
under a mound put in, we eventually decided on the easiest route of putting in 3 mounds with 
balancing bars between.   Hopefully by the AGM, they will be in the south east corner where there 
are already growing trees for shade and a seating area.  Large log stepping stones will also be 
installed in this area making it a corner to head for with the family. 
 
We also spent the money from community donations given to remember the Touch the Sea 
Aquarium. The Māpua School Arts Council was commissioned to provide us with two lovely art 
pieces on large wooden frames depicting the memories of the lost Aquarium and life at the wharf. 
Unfortunately these got damaged and the school has undertaken to get them repaired. 
 
This coming year a BBQ is to be installed up near the tables and carpark. We are hoping that the park 
is at last, turning into a destination (not just a walk through) where families and individuals can enjoy 
the bustle of our lovely wharf, at no cost. 
 
Trish Smith also took over the representation of MDCA on the Māpua Waterfront Advisory Group 
from Elena Meredith and now shares this role with Martyn Barlow. The representatives are 
mandated to present MDCA views and to report back after the quarterly meetings. Now that the 
Māpua Waterfront Development Plan has been completed and accepted, this group is to be 
disbanded and replaced by a Working Party tasked with implementing the Plan.   Marion Satherley 
and Mike Kininmonth will be our reps and we hope that this will be a co-operative and consultative 
process.  
 
 
 

Appreciation 
 
Thank you again to all those who have been involved in these projects and all the voluntary time and 
thought you have given. Much of this work is “underground” and often not acknowledged. Without 
you all we couldn’t do what we do!! I have completed the three years allowed for in the MDCA 
Constitution as Chairperson so will be stepping down from the at position which it has been a 
privilege to hold. I could not have done this job without the stunning support from Mary Garner as 
Secretary- she is also stepping down and will be sorely missed. There will be a new Executive 
Committee for the coming year and no doubt new challenges as well as satisfactions with a job well 
done. We look forward to that…… 
 
Noho ora mai rā ki a koutou 
 
Elena Meredith  
(Chairperson on behalf of the Executive Committee)  
 


