RUBY BAY RECOVERY UPDATE 15 FEBRUARY 2018
Good Afternoon All,
I hope this email finds you all well and you are moving forward. I continue to work through the
points raised at the Tuesday meeting and will get notes out as soon as I can.
This email is to update you on what is happening from councils side at the moment.
SEA WALL
Some private sea wall owners have contacted council with a view to re-establishing their barriers.
Council will work with these to see what can be done.
Rick Lowe had an on-site meeting with some members of the community. Work to re-establish the
wall as per the consent conditions will start tomorrow. As the work is reliant on the tides it will
probably take about two weeks to complete. Surveying of the beach will start Monday next week,
the survey of the beach wall will be done once repairs have been completed.
STORMWATER DRAINAGE




Council staff have been on site over the last few days working with owners of private drains
to establish how to improve what is currently there.
Works will be carried out on the stormwater discharge pipe at Chaytor Reserve, these will
shorten the outfall pipe to make maintenance easier and recheck the internal flood gate to
ensure it has not been compromised.
Eric Verstappen and other staff have been on site speaking to people to assess effects of the
flooding and to give advice. We are hoping to get a collective response to dealing with gravel
overwash and removal, to form a consistent gravel bund and elevation along the face of the
unprotected shoreline.

SEWERAGE
Several designs to deal with the issues affecting Mapua School and some residential properties are
being finalised. These should be available for assessment by council next week.
The sewage pumping station at the Mapua Leisure Park will require remedial work to repair some
damage and replace old equipment. Despite this the temporary system put in place continues to
work well. This work may take up to six months to complete.
A concern was raised that council was pumping sewage through the stormwater pipe at Chaytor
Reserve. This has been investigated by our stormwater staff several times over the last three days.
No sewage has been discharged. The pipe only collects stormwater run-off and not sewage.
Inspection of the outflow material indicated that it was organic plant matter – creek water, that had
turned the water brown and was giving off an “earthy” odour that could be confused with sewage.
ROADING
All roads are open;. A speed restriction is still in place in the vicinity of McKee Reserve. The current
cost estimate for the repairs caused by the storm surge is $350,000.
In addition to damage to some boardwalk sections there is a temporary detour for the “Great Taste
Trail” cycle way from the Richmond Deviation to Best Island.
BUILDING CONTROL
Building staff are carrying out visits to properties that had issues but did not get visited during the
event. If you feel you need such a visit please call 03 543 8400 and ask for the Duty Building
Assurance Officer.

FLOOR LEVELS & HEIGHTS OF BUILDINGS
As discussed at the meeting on Tuesday, there will be a need for some building owners to raise their
floor levels. Advice on how high is available from Eric Verstappen at council. If this means that the
owner wants to increase the height of the building this will require a resource consent if it exceeds
5.5m. Eric can also advise on the process to be followed in order to apply for such consent.
BEACH DEBRIS
Some properties have had large volumes of beach debris deposited on them, this is a particular
problem for properties 142 – 206 Stafford Drive. In order to get the best possible result from moving
the debris back onto the beach , it is proposed to have a meeting with all affected property owners
next Monday evening. Details will be sent soon to those property owners. It is emphasised that this
meeting will not be discussing other aspects of the recovery. As details emerge on other topical
issues further meetings will be held.
WELFARE
The welfare record sheets have all been loaded onto the system. Staff are following up with
approximately 45 people to ensure that they are being appropriately looked after. As indicated
previously, please let us know if you feel someone needs help and isn’t receiving it.
WASTE COLLECTION
The last two piles of debris that council have agreed to pick up will be collected tomorrow, these
were missed originally as contractors were needed on more urgent work.
RESERVES
The extensive damage to our Reserves is shown below. Staff are working with our contractors to
make repairs as soon as possible.
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MARITIME SAFETY
Navigation marks have been replaced with either permanent replacements or temporary marks
whilst we await full replacement. There is still significant debris floating around the coast and
anyone boating should take great care.
USEFUL INFORMATION
Phone: Tasman District Council 24 Hours:
03 543 8400
Recovery Manager Adrian Humphries: 0272461207
EQC
0800 DAMAGE (326243)
Some websites and applications that may be of use to you are shown below:
http://www.metservice.com/national/home
https://www.redcross.org.nz/what-we-do/in-new-zealand/disaster-management/hazard-app/
http://www.nelsontasmancivildefence.co.nz/

Useful apps that can be downloaded to your phone are:

Geonet

Hazards (Red Cross)

Met Service

AED locations

NZ tides
CONCLUSION
We continue to make progress, please let me know if I can help you and let me know if you hear any
rumours.
All the Best
Adrian

Adrian Humphries
Regulatory & Recovery Manager
Tasman District Council
Email: Adrian.Humphries@tasman.govt.nz
DDI: 03 543 8423
Cell: 0272461207

